Lesson 8, Colossians 3:18-21

Text
18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is pleasing in the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, so they will not become disheartened.

Subject Complement
18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
18 The manner in which wives are to submit to their husbands is as fitting in the Lord.

19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them.
19 The manner in which husbands are to engage their wives is with love them and not be embittered.
 
20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is pleasing in the Lord.
20 The reason that Children are to obey their parents in everything is that it is pleasing to the Lord.

21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, so they will not become disheartened.
22 The reason that Father are not to provoke their children is that they will not become disheartened. 



Exegesis
18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
18 The manner in which wives are to submit to their husbands is as fitting in the Lord.
· But neither should its significance be exaggerated; 'subjection' means 'subordination,' not 'subjugation'
· This subjection rests on divinely prescribed authority, not on any inherent inferiority in spirituality, intelligence, worth, or anything else.5 This is "fitting" in that it is consistent with what God ordained at the creation of the human race (Gen. 2:18; cf. 1 Tim. 2:13).
· His [Paul's] main thought is that the wife is to defer to, that is, be willing to take second place to, her husband.
· I do not think that God intends for a wife to yield to a husband who abuses her, or orders her to do things contrary to God's will.3 She should maintain a submissive attitude toward him and defer to him, but she need not subject herself or her children to danger. Paul's point was that a wife should always relate to her husband as God's appointed leader. I take Paul's phrase "in everything," in Ephesians 5:24, to mean "in every sphere of life" (i.e., in domestic life, in church life, and in civil life).
Questions:
· When is it ok no to submit?
· What does submission look like?
· When is it hard to submit?

19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them.
19 The manner in which husbands are to engage their wives is with love them and not be embittered.
· "Husbands" have two responsibilities toward their wives. First, they must "love" them, rather than treating them as subjects. Loving here involves doing what is best for the one loved, sacrificing self-interests for those of the one loved (cf. John 15:13), and behaving unselfishly (1 Cor. 13). The Greek word translated "love" is agapao, the "all give" type of love, not phileo, the "give and take" type, nor erao, the "all take" type.
· Second, husbands must not allow a bitter attitude to develop toward their wives, either because of the wife's lack of submission, or for any other reason. "Embittered" means irritated or cross. This attitude is a specific and all too common manifestation of lack of love.
Questions:
· How are husbands to demonstrate love?
· What areas do you think most husbands fail to love their wives?
· What does a husband do if they are feeling embittered against his wife?

20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is pleasing in the Lord.
20 The reason that Children are to obey their parents in everything is that it is pleasing to the Lord.
· "Children" are to "obey" (hypakoute) both "parents." The Greek word for "obey" ("be obedient to," NASB) implies a readiness to listen to and carry out parental instructions. The Greek word for "children" (tekna) means youths, in contrast to babes and toddlers. "All things" is the general principle, and would cover 99 percent of the cases involved in a Christian home. However, every Christian is primarily responsible to the Lord, of course. Consequently if the parent required the child to disobey God, the child should obey God rather than man (Acts 4:19; 5:29; Eph. 6:1). The reason children should please their parents by obeying them, is that this behavior pleases ("is well-pleasing to") the Lord (cf. Exod. 20:12; 2 Cor. 5:9).
Questions:
· Why is children obeying their parents pleasing to the Lord?
· What does everything include?
· Are there times when children should not obey their parents?
· When is a child no longer under their parents’ authority?

21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, so they will not become disheartened.
21 The reason that fathers are not to provoke their children is that they will not become disheartened. 
· While children must obey both parents, the father (pateron) has the primary responsibility for his children as head of the household. For this reason Paul addressed the "fathers" here. What is in view here, with the words "do not exasperate," is the habitual provoking of children by insensitive parents, especially fathers.
· "Since like begets like, a parent who provokes will produce a child of strife. Such provocation makes unreasonable demands on the child, humiliates him, and manifests no loving understanding of his unique personality. It is marked by constant nagging.”
· Some provocation is at times unavoidable in disciplining, but ceaseless irritation causes children to become discouraged, sullen, angry, and even hateful. "'Irritation' is the first consequence of being too exacting with children, and irritation leads to moroseness (athumia)." 
· "Paul may have had in mind the regimen of 'don'ts' that loomed so large in the Colossian heresy."
· Provoke: or “do not cause your children to become resentful” (L&N 88.168). BDAG 391 s.v. ἐρεθίζω states, “to cause someone to react in a way that suggests acceptance of a challenge, arouse, provoke mostly in bad sense irritate, embitter.”
Questions:
· What does it mean to provoke?
· What does it mean to be disheartened?
· What are signs of being disheartened?
· How does one discipline without provoking?
· How do we help people who are disheartened?





Exegetical Proposition

The relationship in the household is that those under authority are to submit and obey as is fitting and pleasing to the Lord, while those in authority are to love, not be embittered themselves and not provoke those under them.

18-19 The relationship between husbands and wives is that wives are to submit to their husbands and that husbands are to love their wives and not be embittered against them.
· 18 The manner in which wives are to submit to their husbands is as fitting in the Lord.
· 19 The manner in which husbands are to engage their wives is with love them and not be embittered.

20-21 The relationship between parents and children is that children are to obey them in everything and that fathers are to not be insensitive to their children.  
· 20 The reason that children are to obey their parents in everything is that it is pleasing to the Lord.
· 21 The reason that fathers are not to provoke their children is that they will not become disheartened. 


What do I want them to know?
· The areas and limits of submission and obedience
· Understand to responsibility to love, not be embittered and not provoke

What do I want them to feel?
· Follow God’s command in view of their household position. 

· Husband
· Wife
· Parent
· Child
· Single



























Draft Lesson

The relationship in the household is that those under authority are to submit and obey as is fitting and pleasing to the Lord, while those in authority are to love, not be embittered themselves and not provoke those under them.

What do I want them to know?
· The areas and limits of submission and obedience
· Understand to responsibility to love, not be embittered and not provoke

What do I want them to feel?
· Follow God’s command in view of their household position. 


Let’s Open Up
· On a scale of 1-10 how are you doing? (0-It’s horrible! 10-It’s great! 5-It’s ok)

· Share one activity that you can do with someone this weekend that could bring your number up.

Lesson Starter
· What was one thing your parents told you to do that you hated doing?
· What was one thing your parents did to enrage you?
· What was one of the hardest things you ever submitted yourself to?
· What is the hardest instruction you ever obeyed?
· Draw you ideal parent, spouse, child.
· Create a haiku describing an ideal parent, spouse, child
· Share a time when you felt most loved by your parent(s)
· How did your father show love to your mom?
· Describe your ideal household? Your worse household?
· How did your parents motivate you?
· How did your parents discipline you?
· What was one of the most severe punishments you ever received from your parents? 
· When was a time your parents were more hurtful than helpful?
· Draw your ideal family.
· Draw your immediate family tree and on a scale of 1-10 rate each relationship between them. (1-nothing but hate, 10-nothing but love, 5-it’s just family obligation. (So today, we are going to look at a passage that gives us some principles that can help us increase our numbers).

Text

18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is pleasing in the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, so they will not become disheartened.

(In this passage God’s word gives us some principles for the family. So, let’s look each principle for the different positions of the family.) 


Discussion Questions

Wives
· God’s word commands wives to submit to their husbands as is fitting in the Lord. 
1. Why is that command often met with strong push back?
2. What boundaries, if any are there to a husband’s direction for his own wife? 
3. What do you think are some common areas that are hard for wives to submit to?

Husbands
· God’s word commands husbands to love their wives. 
1. What does this type of love look like? Practically, how does it work itself out?
2. How does a husband know if he is fulfilling the command to love his wife?   
3. What are some common areas that husbands fail to love their wives well in?

· God’s word commands husbands to not be embittered against their wives. 
1. What are some common causes of husbands being embittered against their wives?
2. What does it look like when a husband is embittered against his wife?
3. If a husband finds himself embittered against his wife, what advice would you give him to resolve it?

Children
· God’s word commands children to obey their parents.
1. What entails obedience? Is the command fulfilled if a child does it grudgingly or with a bad attitude?  
2. When is a child no longer under their parent’s authority?
3. What is the rule of thumb when it is ok for a child to disobey their parents?

Parents
· God’s word commands parents to not provoke their children so that they do not become disheartened.
1. What are some examples of parents provoking you?
2. Why is it so bad when a child becomes disheartened?


Think about it
· If you are a wife, what have you learned from these verses to help you submit to and encourage your husband’s authority and responsibility in the family?

· If you are a husband, what have you learned from these verses to help you love your wife and not be embittered against her.

· If you are unmarried, what have you learned from these verses to help you be content as a single or help you choose a spouse and prepare for marriage?

· If you are raising children, how will you submit to the Lord’s authority as a parent and nurture obedience to and love for God in your children’s hearts?


Put it into practice
· God’s word gives us some principles to live by for the family to help bring out the best for us and our families. Write down one thing you are willing to do to make one of your family relationships better. 














Lesson 8, Colossians 3:18-21 (Leader’s Guide)

Let’s Open Up
· On a scale of 1-10 how are you doing? (0-It’s horrible! 10-It’s great! 5-It’s ok)

· Share one activity that you can do with someone this weekend that could bring your number up.


Lesson Starter
· Draw your immediate family tree and on a scale of 1-10 rate each relationship between them. (1-nothing but hate, 10-nothing but love, 5-it’s just family obligation. (So today, we are going to look at a passage that gives us some principles that can help us increase our numbers).


Text

18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is pleasing in the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, so they will not become disheartened.

(In this passage God’s word gives us some principles for the family. So, let’s look each principle for the different positions of the family.) 


Discussion Questions

Wives
· God’s word commands wives to submit to their husbands as is fitting in the Lord. 
1. Why is that command often met with strong push back?
· 'subjection' means 'subordination,' not 'subjugation'
2. What boundaries, if any are there to a husband’s direction for his own wife? 
· I do not think that God intends for a wife to yield to a husband who abuses her, or orders her to do things contrary to God's will.3 She should maintain a submissive attitude toward him and defer to him, but she need not subject herself or her children to danger. Paul's point was that a wife should always relate to her husband as God's appointed leader.
· And whatever you do in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus (3:17)
· Put on “heart of mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, forgiveness and love (3:12-14)
3. What do you think are some common areas that are hard for wives to submit to?
· Parenting
· Spending

Husbands
· God’s word commands husbands to love their wives. 
1. What does this type of love look like? Practically, how does it work itself out?
· Loving here involves doing what is best for the one loved, sacrificing self-interests for those of the one loved (cf. John 15:13), and behaving unselfishly (1 Cor. 13). The Greek word translated "love" is agapao, the "all give" type of love, not phileo, the "give and take" type, nor erao, the "all take" type.
2. How does a husband know if he is fulfilling the command to love his wife?   
· You have to ask your wife
3. What are some common areas that husbands fail to love their wives well in?
· Words and deeds

· God’s word commands husbands to not be embittered against their wives. 
1. What are some common causes of husbands being embittered against their wives?
· Disrespect
· Lack of submission
2. What does it look like when a husband is embittered against his wife?
· No love
· Silence
3. If a husband finds himself embittered against his wife, what advice would you give him to resolve it?
· Forgive (3:13)

Children
· God’s word commands children to obey their parents.
1. What entails obedience? Is the command fulfilled if a child does it grudgingly or with a bad attitude?  
· "Children" are to "obey" (hypakoute) both "parents." The Greek word for "obey" ("be obedient to," NASB) implies a readiness to listen to and carry out parental instructions. The Greek word for "children" (tekna) means youths, in contrast to babes and toddlers. "All things" is the general principle, and would cover 99 percent of the cases involved in a Christian home.
2. When is a child no longer under their parent’s authority?
· When they are on their own
3. What is the rule of thumb when it is ok for a child to disobey their parents?
· If the parent required the child to disobey God, the child should obey God rather than man (Acts 4:19; 5:29; Eph. 6:1). The reason children should please their parents by obeying them, is that this behavior pleases ("is well-pleasing to") the Lord (cf. Exod. 20:12; 2 Cor. 5:9).
Parents
· God’s word commands parents to not provoke their children so that they do not become disheartened.
1. What are some examples of your parents provoking you?
· Making fun
· Harping on grades
· Habitual provoking of children by insensitive parents
· Such provocation makes unreasonable demands on the child, humiliates him, and manifests no loving understanding of his unique personality. It is marked by constant nagging.
2. Why is it so bad when a child becomes disheartened?
· "Since like begets like, a parent who provokes will produce a child of strife.” 
3. Where would you start to bring back a child who is disheartened?
· Apology
· Identifying hurt feelings to help them forgive.

Lessons Learned
· If you are a wife, what have you learned from these verses to help you submit to and encourage your husband’s authority and responsibility in the family?


· If you are a husband, what have you learned from these verses to help you love your wife and not be embittered against her.


· If you are unmarried, what have you learned from these verses to help you be content as a single or help you choose a spouse and prepare for marriage?


· If you are raising children, how will you submit to the Lord’s authority as a parent and nurture obedience to and love for God in your children’s hearts?

Put it into practice
· God’s word gives us some principles to live by for the family to help bring out the best for us and our families. Write down one thing you are willing to do to make one of your family relationships better. 


Lesson 8, Colossians 3:18-21 (Member’s Guide)

Let’s Open Up
· On a scale of 1-10 how are you doing? (0-It’s horrible! 10-It’s great! 5-It’s ok)

· Share one activity that you can do with someone this weekend that could bring your number up.


Lesson Starter
· Draw your immediate family tree and on a scale of 1-10 rate each relationship between them. (1-nothing but hate, 10-nothing but love, 5-it’s just family obligation. 


Text

18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is pleasing in the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, so they will not become disheartened.


Discussion Questions

Wives
· God’s word commands wives to submit to their husbands as is fitting in the Lord. 
1. Why is that command often met with strong push back?
2. What boundaries, if any are there to a husband’s direction for his own wife? 
3. What do you think are some common areas that are hard for wives to submit to?

Husbands
· God’s word commands husbands to love their wives. 
1. What does this type of love look like? Practically, how does it work itself out?
2. How does a husband know if he is fulfilling the command to love his wife?   
3. What are some common areas that husbands fail to love their wives well in?

· God’s word commands husbands to not be embittered against their wives. 
1. What are some common causes of husbands being embittered against their wives?
2. What does it look like when a husband is embittered against his wife?
3. If a husband finds himself embittered against his wife, what advice would you give him to resolve it?

Children
· God’s word commands children to obey their parents.
1. What entails obedience? Is the command fulfilled if a child does it grudgingly or with a bad attitude?  
2. When is a child no longer under their parent’s authority?
3. What is the rule of thumb when it is ok for a child to disobey their parents?

Parents
· God’s word commands parents to not provoke their children so that they do not become disheartened.
1. What are some examples of your parents provoking you?
2. Why is it so bad when a child becomes disheartened?
3. Where would you start to bring back a child who is disheartened?




Lessons Learned
· If you are a wife, what have you learned from these verses to help you submit to and encourage your husband’s authority and responsibility in the family?


· If you are a husband, what have you learned from these verses to help you love your wife and not be embittered against her.


· If you are unmarried, what have you learned from these verses to help you be content as a single or help you choose a spouse and prepare for marriage?


· If you are raising children, how will you submit to the Lord’s authority as a parent and nurture obedience to and love for God in your children’s hearts?



Put it into practice
· God’s word gives us some principles to live by for the family to help bring out the best for us and our families. Write down one thing you are willing to do to make one of your family relationships better. 

