Lesson 2, Colossians 1:9-14 (Member’s Guide)
Share the burden
· Share one struggle big or small that you had this past week.

Introduction
· What do you think are some things you have to do in order to be viewed as an “outstanding” church member?

Text
9 For this reason we also, from the day we heard about you, have not ceased praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so that you may live worthily of the Lord and please him in all respects —bearing fruit in every good deed, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might for the display of all patience and steadfastness, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified you to share in the saints’ inheritance in the light. 13 He delivered us from the power of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Explore and Understand it
1. Focus on verse 9. Using any dictionary to define the words “knowledge”, “wisdom” and “understanding.”
· Knowledge — 
· Wisdom — 
· Understanding — 

2. The two things Paul requests God to do for the believers in Colossae was for them to be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding. (vs. 9-10)
a. How can you find out what is God’s will, not only for you but also for all believers?
b. Note the content of Paul’s prayer for the Colossians. How do his petitions for them compare to the kinds of prayers you normally offer for others?

3. The result of being filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understand is living worthily of the Lord in at least 4 areas. (vs 10-12) 
a. Fill out the chart below: 

	Four areas of a life worthy and pleasing to God

	How that would look in your life

	
Bearing… 

	


	
Growing… 

	


	
Being… 

	


	
Giving… 

	




b. Who gives you the ability to live a life worthy of the Lord and pleasing to Him? Can you do this through your own efforts? Why or why not?

4. What truths about God and his gifts to us does Paul mention as the foundation for his requests?
Reflect on it
1. On a scale of 1-10, what is your desire level to live a life worthy and pleasing to God? (1-It’s about me, 10-Lord, here I am, 5-I want to please God, but I need lots of reminders)


2. Out of the four areas to live worthily of the Lord and please him in all respects, which one do you think you need the most growth in?


Commit it to Him
· In view of the knowledge that God has given you of His will, write down the action you believe He wants you to take. 

· Is there any support to we as a group can help you take your step of faith?
