Why Do We Work?

Ralph Waldo Emerson left us a quote worthy of one of those inspirational wall posters: “The purpose of life is not to be happy. It is to be useful, to be honorable, to be compassionate, to have it make some difference that you have lived and lived well.”
That thought may feel warm and fuzzy, but the question remains: Why do we do the work we do? In particular, why do we do the work that, for many of us, occupies most of our waking hours for our entire adult lives?
As a Christians, we sometimes serve without knowing the purpose. Let’s learn from apostle Paul’s ministry to the church in Colossae.
Colossians 1:24-29
24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me.
Discussion
1. Paul was able to rejoice despite the suffering because he can minister to the church. Do you feel that you have suffered as well in your ministry? If yes, can you share your experience, and if it has become a blessing to you? 
2. What did Christ’s sacrifice start? Why is it lacking? (v24)
3. If Christians of the first century church were to stop sharing gospel and discipling others, what would become of the first church?
4. What was Paul tasked to do for the church (v25-26)?
5. What is the mystery that was hidden for ages (v27)?
6. What are the tasks for Christians (v28)?
7. How do we accomplish those task (v29)?
Reflection
How does this account of Paul’s purpose in his ministry inspires you in your ministry?
Applications
Christians serve to:
1. Share gospel to other nations
a. To make the word of God fully known (v25)
b. To make known the riches of the mystery to the world (v27)
2. Disciple others to become mature in Christ
a. Rejoice in suffering (v24)
b. To hold on the hope of glory (v27 – Paul was in jail then)
3. Experience God’s power in our life
a. God’s power is manifested when Christ is present in the church (v27 - Christ in you)
b. God’s power is manifested when you give yourself to be used by God (v29 - He powerfully works within me)
