Why Do We Do This Again?
Colossians 3:22-4:1

Introduction 
Choose and show us one thing in your room/house that you would like to share that represents your week! Tell us why! 

Fill in the blanks 
I have authority/responsibility over __________. 
I am slaving (to work like a slave) at _________.
I think I would enjoy my work better if _________ (anything, e.g., I have better coworkers, there is a vending machine in my office, etc.).

Text: Colossians 3:22-4:1
22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you and to curry their favor (not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers), but with sincerity of heart and reverence (fear) for the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 25 Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for their wrongs, and there is no favoritism.
4 Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that you also have a Master in heaven.

Let’s explore it together! 
1. What is the difference between our earthly masters and the Lord? Why do we have to work with all of our heart for the Lord and not for human masters? 

2. Most christians will mentally assent to the fact that God is our ultimate master. If that is true, then why do many Christians lack sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord?

3. What is the motivation for both master and slave in these verses? How does this motivation encourage us to obey these verses? How does this motivation bring us strength to endure bad bosses or bad employees?


4. What does working with “sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord” look like? What does it not look like? 

5. Share a time when you worked from the heart to the Lord. How did that compare to a time when you worked for mere humans?

6. How have you seen God reward both good deeds and bad deeds?




Consider the Lord’s leading
1. From 0-10, how much have you done your work, daily chores, study, and ministry with all of your heart? (0: I hate what I do, therefore I do it grudgingly; 10: I do everything with all of my heart) Give a number for each area that you are involved in, e.g., work-5, daily chores-8, study-3, and ministry-9.

2. Share some ideas to make the number bigger for those with positions of authority and of a servant/subordinate!

Put it into practice
Write down at least one thing you are willing to commit to doing to increase your attitude of working for the lord from the heart in your areas of authority/responsibilities and work/slavery.

