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The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”  37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus.  38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?”  They said, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?”  39 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”  So they went and saw where he was staying, and spent that day with him.  It was about the tenth hour.  

40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus.  41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ).”  42 And he brought him to Jesus.  

Introduction.  

Questions, Questions, and more Questions.  Everyone has questions.  As facilitators and Sunday School teachers, we are bombarded with questions and follow-up questions.  I am certain that you had questions that you anticipated, questions that stumped you, questions that challenged you, and questions that you didn’t know the answer.  Whether we are asked a question or we ask them a question, I want to remind us that questions are the doorway to the person’s mind, heart, and spirit.  

Do you feel uneasy when questions are asked of you?  Do you become tongue tied?
Here are some reasons why questions make us feel uneasy. 

· We don’t know the kind of questions they may be asking us.             
· We don’t know the reasons for asking that question.
· We may have difficulty understand the question that they are asking.
· We may have difficulty thinking and giving a reply at that moment.
· We may feel uncomfortable with controversy or challenges. 
· We are the focus of attention when we have to give a reply.  

I would like to encourage you to think of questions as not you adversary but as your friend.  I want you to think of questions as a window into a person’s mind, heart, and spirit.  I want you to think of that one question that is asked of you is only the first drop
of a water faucet.  For every question that is asked of us, there is a search mind, heart, and spirit.  Questions are the life blood and life line of a small group.  It’s not how much we know, but how we can help them discover the truth for themselves.  Questions, not lecture are the key to learning.  

I would like for us to look at an encounter of Jesus found in John 1:35-42.  It’s a familiar passage, but it is one of fascinating intrigue.  Let me read this passage to you.
Two simple point.   The first point is this:  EVERY QUESTION HAS A SEARCHING HEART.  
I.  EVERY QUESTION HAS A SEARCHING HEART.   

    When you hear the words, “Every question has a searching heart”, what are some of your thoughts that comes to your mind?  What do you think of that statement?  

A question is never asked out of nowhere.  It’s is not out of the blue for the person.  It may seem like it is coming out of no where, coming out of left field, but for that person who asked that question it is coming from somewhere?  

When I think of the encounter between the two disciples of John the Baptist and Jesus, we forget there were searching hearts.  For in every question asked, there a background to every question.  There is a reason for every question.  Every question has a searching heart.  

Jesus is walking, going somewhere.  He is minding his own business.  He’s on an errand you might say.  And then suddenly, two men are following him.  Not too close and not too far.  We are not able to hear what the two men are saying to each other, but they must be talking to one another.  John the Baptist just said to them, “Behold, the Lamb of God!”  And suddenly they take leave of John and begin to follow Jesus.  Jesus walked down one street; they walked down that street.  When Jesus turned a corner, they turned the same corner.   We’re not told how far behind these two men were from Jesus, but I would guess at least two or three steps.   

These men had a quandary.  They heard what John said, but they didn’t know this man’s name.  They didn’t know how to address him and they weren’t certain how to approach this man.  They just kept walking hoping somehow this man would notice them following him. 

Let’s think for a moment.  What do you think these men wanted from Jesus?  Why were they following Jesus?  

· John declared that this man is the Lamb of God
· John declared  that this man was greater than he was
· John declared that the Spirit of God descended on him
· John declared that this man is the Son of God

Hearing all those declaration by John of this man, they wanted to know more who this man was.  They had a problem.  They didn’t know his name.  They didn’t know how to address him.  They couldn’t decided.  So they just started following him.

If you saw two grown men following you, what would you think?  What would you do?  

· Would you try to lose those two men in the crowd?
· Would you walk faster?
· Would you start running? 


After a while, Jesus turned around and said to them, “What do you want?”  A very logical question.  A very direct question.  A question that gets to the heart of the matter.  A question that allows them to answer what they are truly seeking for.  Let us not be afraid to ask the direct questions when it is appropriate.  These men were following him for a reason.  It was time for them to state their reason for following him.
  
What seems strange to me is their answer?  Don’t you think it is strange that they said, “Rabbi, where are you staying?”  Wouldn’t you think that they would say what they really wanted?  If you heard that, what might you think or say to these men?  

We might think or say:  

· You want to know my home address!
· Are you trying to get a free meal from me? 
· Why do you want to know where I am staying?  
· Have we met somewhere before?  Who are you?  

These men were implying something to Jesus.  They were implying that they were interested in following him.  They weren’t fully committed but interested in knowing something more about him.   

I would have imagined these men would have said, “We are disciples of John the Baptist.  He says that you are “The Lamb of God and the Son of God.  We would like to know more about you.”   However these men were cautious men and they phrase their question in a subtle way that they wanted to learn something more about this man.  They wanted to ask Jesus a question because they heard John the Baptist declared something to them of Jesus.  They were in search for the Truth.  

II.  EVERY ANSWER IS AN INVITATION TO LEARNING THE TRUTH. 

     The second point that I would like to make is this:  Every answer is an invitation to learning the truth.  

Jesus answer is very simple, “Come and you will see.”  Jesus takes the request of the men at face value.   They wanted to know where he was staying so he invited them to join them.  Jesus knew that the men wanted more than just to know the location where he was staying at.  They wanted to know him.  These men knew that once you invited someone to your home, you would have a meal with him and an opportunity will rise to have fellowship and discuss truths.  They called him Rabbi, which means teacher, so Jesus knew that these men wanted to learn something from him.  

I would have love to know what questions these two men asked this Rabbi and what this Rabbi said to them.  It must be a lesson of the Old Testament like they never heard before.  They called him a teacher and concluded at the end of a day that he was much more than a teacher.  He is the Messiah.  

A person may begin with a question of the existence of God and then come to believe that Jesus is God Himself.  A person may begin with a question of working for salvation and then come to believe that salvation is by grace through faith alone.  

Every setting is an opportunity to ask question and to share answers.  This weekend it was my mother’s 90th birthday.  I took this occasion to share two promises of God:  God is the giver of long life and God is the giver of eternal life.  I met this woman on Friday evening at dinner and then I saw her again on Saturday afternoon at my nephew’s 40th birthday.  As we sat around the table, we talked.  And among our conversation, I asked her where she was from originally.  She mentioned that she was from Boston and that her dad was in a Coast Guard and that is how she settled in the Bay Area.  She mentioned in passing that she went to a Catholic Church as a little girl, and just recently she started attending church again.  She found this Methodist Church and she really enjoys the fellowship of the people.  As she went on and shared other things, I felt that the Lord want me to ask her about salvation so I phrase the question this way, “May I ask you a personal question?”  She said, “yes,”  Do you believe Jesus Christ died for your sins?”  Her reply was “yes.”  And with that one question, our sharing became deeper as she shared that her dad is 102 but her two other sibling won’t talk to each other.  

I’m learning to be more sensitive to the Spirit of God in asking questions.  One simple question can change a life.  Let us listen with great care, be guided by the Holy Spirit because behind every question is a search heart and every answer is an invitation to learn greater truth.  

Kingston Tong
