THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF REVELATIONS
THE CHURCH OF PERGAMUM
REVELATION 2:12-17

Introduction: 

Church heresy?  In our day and age, the attitude is “live and let live.”  Don’t make a “big” thing even if it is not biblical or theological correct. Are we holding onto the truth or holding back what is true? How does Jesus sees truth?  
I.  The Historical and Geographical Setting of Pergamum.

A. The Setting of Pergamum.  

Pergamum lay about sixty-five miles north of Smyrna along the fertile valley of the Caicus River and fifteen miles from the Aegean Sea.   Pergamum is situated about 1000 feet above sea level.  She became the dominate citadel of the countryside. The word, parchment (French for parchemin; Dutch for perkament, and Spanish for pergamino) is derived from Pergamum.  
When Egypt placed an embargo of paprus leaves to the tradesman of Pergamum, the people developed the unique trade of preparing animal skins for writing.  Pergamum became a learning center with 200,000 scrolls in her library, second only to Alexandria.  
Pergamum was also a religious center.  Statures of the gods and temples dedicated 

to the gods abound: the temple of Zeus Soter, Athena Nicephorus, Dionysus Cathegemon, and Asclepius Soter.  
Constructed on a ledge in front of the temple of Athena was the altar of Zeus.  Zeus was the chief god of the Roman pantheon of gods.  Zeus was worship everywhere in Greece, Macedonia and Asia Minor.  He was called Jupiter by the Romans. This was the most splendid religious monument of the city for it rose 40 feet into the air.  
Dionysus was the worship of the royal kings, symbolized by the bull.  Asclepius was the god of healing which attracted the ill to come for relief, represented by the symbol of the snake.   
In addition to religious worship, there was emperor worship. Temples dedicated to Emperor Trajan and Severus was built to worship them.  The imperial cult, the worship of the spirit of Rome and of the emperor, with its loyalty test of formal incense burnt on the foot of Caesar’s foot, found a center.  The first temple in the Roman empire was established in the honor of Augustus in A.D 29 at Pergamum.   Pergamum won the right to appoint temple warden or temple sweeper (neokoros).  Pergamum was the place of idolatry.
Pergamum was also the political center of Asia Minor.  She held the title of the provincial capital of Roman Asia.  The proconsul lived in this city and held the power of sword to determine whether a person should live or die.    
B. The Introduction of Christianity. 

      The introduction to Christianity is unknown.  As the Gospel spread throughout Asia 

      Minor, Christians were confronted with religious persecution.  The Greek word, soter,   

      applied to both Zeus and Asclepius which means “savior.”  In view of their Savior 

      Jesus Christ it was impossible for Christians to acknowledge these gods as saviors.  

      In addition, they could never utter the motto “Caesar is Lord” because the title Lord 

      was reserved only for Jesus.  Furthermore the Christians rejected that Asclepius’s 

      healing as they were taught that Jesus was the Great Physician.  Life in Pergamum 

      for a Christian was nearly unbearable. 
II.  The Observations and Interpretations of the Church at Pergamum. 

      A.  The SPEAKER – Jesus Christ (Rev. 2:12).  

· The One who has the SHAPE TWO-EDGED SWORD. 
             The large broad-bladed sword was originally used by the Thracians.  The 
             metaphor of a sword coming the mouth reflects the judgment as “strike the earth 
             with the rod of his mouth” and “with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.”
             The sword is both a weapon and a symbol of war, oppression, anguish, and 
             political power.  Jesus was declaring that it was not the proconsul or the governor 
             of Asia Minor that had the right to judge, but He Himself is the one who decides on 
             matter of life and death.  They had nothing to fear from the proconsul for they 
             knew who truly was the Judge, Jesus Chris. 

  B.  The COMMENDATIONS to the Church of Pergamum (Rev. 2:13).

· Jesus knows the believer’s DIFFICULT LIVING SITUATION. 
      Jesus declares that He knows where you live-where Satan has his throne.  The 
      Lord is fully aware of the situation in Pergamum.  The word, I know, is in the 
      present tense reflecting His omniscience of them.  The subject and verb, you live, 
      reflects the idea of a permanent residence.  They were not strangers or visitors to 
      this city.  They lived there, and they were living in the midst of idolatry. 

      The phrase, “where Satan’s throne is” and “where Satan lives” can be interpreted 
      literally or metaphorically.  Although most commentators take it “literally,” I find 
      difficult in this position.  I believe the phrase, where Satan’s throne is, is 
      personified by the worship of Asclepius, the god of healing.  The symbol of 
      Ascelpius was the snake.  Thus the people who came to this temple were 
      summoning Satan to heal them.  In that respect, this was the place where Satan’s 
      throne room was at and where they come to him.  Satan’s demonic powers were 
      heightened in this city unlike any other city.  
      The question arises is “Does Satan has a “throne” and is there a place where he 
      lives?”  Apart from this passage, we have no indication where Satan rules or 
      where he lives at.  We know that he wants to be like God and what is to rule like 
      God.  Isa. 14:13-14 speaks of Satan’s ambition.  Since he is cast out of heaven, 
      the actual location of Satan’s rule is unknown. 
· Jesus knows the believer who HONORS His name. 

The NIV phrase, “Yet you remain true to my name” in the Greek is a continuing 
sentence. “and you hold the name of me.”  The subject is singular.  The Lord 
knows who among them is holding onto the name of Jesus.  The word, hold, is 2nd 
person singular, present active indicative, reflecting action that is present time.   

He knows the individuals who are holding onto His name.  The word, hold, krateis, 
from katecho means to hold firmly, hold fast.  They were holding onto the name of 
Jesus. 
           The Lord is commending them for their faithfulness to Him and to His cause.  In            

           the midst of the religious and political persecution, they were still faithful.  There 
           was only one name on the lips of the believer, Jesus.

· Jesus knows that the believers who have not DENY the faith. 

      The word, deny, in the Greek is apnaso, which means to abrogate, to forsake or to  

      renounce.   It is in the 2nd singular aorist middle indicative.  The verb tense reflects 
      the idea that in the past and that they themselves did not renounce the Lord.  The     

      middle voice reflects action by themselves.   

      The implication is that the believers were asked to renounce the name of Jesus or  

      pay tribute to Caesar.  They refused to do so.  They would not say that Caesar is  

      Lord.  They would not deny their faith even as Antipas was killed for testifying of   

      the Lord.  They loved the Lord more than their own lives.  They were willing to face 
      death for the Lord.  

                 Historically, we do not know anything about Antipas except that he was martyred 
                 for the faith.  The conjecture is that since his name is mentioned, it appears that 
                 he may have been a leading pastor or member of the church.  Regardless of the 
                 position, the Lord knows everyone who is faithful to Him whether great or small.  

C. The CORRECTION or Rebuke to the Church of Pergamum (Rev. 2:14-15).
·   Jesus rebukes some believers for holding the teaching of BALAAM.  
                 The phrase, Nevertheless, I have a few things against you, in the Greek is literally, 

                 “But I have against you a few things…”  The word, against, the Greek is kata,      

                 which means oppose or opposite, against.  It appears that these faithful believers 
                 or those among them were holding and advocating a teaching that was contrary to 
                 the Scripture. 

     Jesus denounces the teaching of Balaam.  The word, Balaam means “conquer the 
     people” (in the Hebrew, (ba al am).  Balak, king of the Moab, could not succeed in 
     getting the prophet Balaam to curse Israel directly, so Balaam devised a plan 
     whereby the daughters of the Moabites would seduce the men of Israel and lead 
     them to the worship of Baal, eating meat offered to idols, and to committing 
     adultery (Num. 22-25, 31:15-16).    
    The Lord rebukes those among them advocating the teaching of Balaam by   

    declaring that it was appropriate to participate in emperor worship or eat foods     

    offered to idols.  

    This was a compromise of the doctrine but of practice.  This was not the deny of 
    the Trinity or of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  However by their very practice, 
    they would eventually corrupt what they believe.  There can be no separation of 
    doctrine and practice.          
·  Jesus rebukes some believers for hold the teaching of the NICOLATIANS.  
    The Lord also denounces those who held to the teaching of the Nicolaitans.  The 
    Nicolaitans held that the body does not affect the spirit of the person.  Thus some 
    held to unabated freedom of licentiousness.  Immorality was justified under this 
    teaching.  The teaching of Balaam and the teaching of Nicolaitans had one 
    common theme-sexual immorality.  

    God calls us to be a holy people because our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit  

    (I Cor. 6:12-20).  We are to flee from sexual immorality.  Especially in our age 
    where immorality is no longer seen as sin as long as both parties agree.  If it is 
    consensual, it is fine.  The Scripture prohibits consensual sexual of unmarried 
    people. 

D. The WARNING to the Church of Pergamum (Rev. 2:16). 

·  Jesus called the believers to repent.  

    The word, repent, in the Greek is “metanoason.”  It is 2nd person singular, aorist 
    active imperative from “metanoeo” which literally means to perceive afterwards, 
    rather than perceiving in advance.  It is coming to an understanding and making a 
    change. 

    The repentance is to immediate.  It is a command that the believers are to do it 
    now.  Jesus had declared to them their true behavior.  They have perceived it.  It 
    requires an action on their part, to change their behavior.  

·  Jesus warns the believers of impending judgment.  

                The phrase, “Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the

                sword of my mouth,” is literally in the Greek, “Otherwise, I am coming to you 
                quickly and will fight with them with the sword of the mouth of me.”  The word, 
                quickly, can be translated soon or suddenly.  The time is unknown, but the act is 
                certain.  It will happen.  This imminent coming is not the second coming of Christ, 
                but that the Lord will judge His people.  

               The sword is the sword of judgment.  We are not told what that judgment is but     

               implies even up to death.  The Lord will not let sin be rampant in His Church.  He 
               will bring swift judgment on those who refuse to repent.  If a church refuses to apply    

               church discipline on sinning brothers and sisters, sin becomes rampant in the 
               church.

                 Holiness is lost and replaced with indifference to spiritual things.  No church is    

                 exempt from the discipline of the Lord.  The Church of Corinth experienced 
                 sickness and death for unrepentant believers (I Cor. 11:30-32).  The Lord 
                 disciplines us so that we will not be condemned like the world.  His reproof is out    

                 of love for us.
E. The CHALLENGE (reward) to the Church of Pergamum (Rev. 2:17).   

            To the individual believers who overcome worldliness and compromise, the Lord give

            rewards them. 

·  They are given some of the hidden manna.  

     Jesus will give to the victors the hidden manna.  The Greek words is the manna 

     having been hidden or the hidden manna.  The exact meaning of the hidden 

     manna is unknown.  
     The manna which God gave to the Israelites in Exodus 16:33-34 was a manna 

     that was unknown to them.  The Israelite had never eaten such manna before.  It 

     appears that what is given can be consumed by the person and that is it some- 

     thing that has not been known to man.  Jesus is the Bread of Life.  Will they be 

     able to feast on this manna for refusing to feast on food offered to idols?  We are 

     uncertain.  The sacrifices on earth will be fulfilled in heaven.    
·  They are given a white stone with a new name written on it.  
     Again the meaning of the white stone is uncertain.  The white stone could mean:
· a voting pebbles

· an inscribed invitation to a banquet

· a victory symbol

· an amulet

· a counting stone  

 Since the manna seems to do with food or feast, then the stone may be an  

 invitation to the banquet.  The new name written on this stone is a name unknown 

 to us.  There is a new name of Jesus that is not known to us.  It will be only known 

 to those who received it.  It will be His personal invitation to those who receive it. 
 What an honor to be invited to this special feast to partake of this special food.  

               The Church at Pergamum had faithful believers who held to the truth and lived the                

               truth.  There were those in that Church who held to truth but also compromise the 
               truth by following the way of the world.  We are in the world but not of the world.  
               Living as an ambassador for Jesus Christ is our calling.  We are His witness.  May 
               we be faithful witnesses.

IV.  Application Questions: 

1. What compromises have you made regarding your values? 
2. What compromises have you made regarding your beliefs?

3. When you are asked about your faith, what kind of testimony do you give about Jesus?  What kind of a witness are you for Him? 
V.  Conclusion. 

Living in this world is easy.  Living for Jesus in this world is very difficult.  When nearly everyone around us accepts relativism, it is difficult to advocate absolute truth.  Is Jesus just a way to God or is Jesus The Only Way to the Father?  Is there salvation in some other names or is there only salvation in One name, Jesus Christ.  Your beliefs and values are being challenged each day by what we see on the internet or on our cell phones. Are you still holding onto the truth of God’s Word?
