The Seven Churches of Asia Minor
The Church of Thyatira

Revelation 2:18-29
Introduction. 

Good works. Is there a place for good works in our lives?  Does it matter at all?  Does it matter what is happening to our church or is that none of our business? What does Jesus has to stay about good works and what happens in our church? You’ll discover His viewpoint in Revelation 2:18-19. 
I.  The Historical and Geographical Setting of Thyatira.

     On the inland route about 45 miles east of Pergamum was the City of Thyatira. Thyatira 
     was a fortified city in a broad valley that led to the Hermus River.  This city was between 
     Pergamum and Sardis on the trade route.  
     Local artisans produced a variety of products that was traded: wool, linen, apparel, dyed 
     stuffs, leatherwork, tanning, bronze work, and slave trading.  Thyatira was an industrial 
     center controlled by the guilds or trade unions.  
     A coin of Thyatira shows Hephaestus, the divine smith, hammering a helmet on an anvil,  
     and the word in the apocalyptic letter for “fine brass.”  Thyatira was controlled by the trade 
     guilds.  With the rise of trade, Thyatira attracted a large community of Jews.   
     Rome rule appeared in Asia Minor after the defeat of Syrian Antiochus in 189 B.C when the 
     last Pergamenian kings died.  Under Emperor Claudius, Thyratira began to mint coins. 

     The worship of Apollo and Artemis (Diana) was prominent.  Members of the guild were 
     obligated to attend festivals in honor of the gods, to eat meals in their temples, and to 
     indulge in sexual promiscuity.  Those who refused to comply meant expulsion from the 
     trade union, lack of employment and poverty. 

II.  The Introduction of Christianity to Thyatira. 

      Lydia, a seller of purple, was a native of Thyatira but had moved to Philippi.  The Apostle 
      Paul met her by the river worshipping God with other women.  The Lord opened her heart 
      as she heard the Gospel (Acts 16:14).  
      It is presume that through her trade of dye that others heard the Gospel or through Paul’s 
      ministry in their midst. The purple or crimson, which dyed the cloth that Lydia sold, was a      

      local manufacture from madder root, a cheap rival of the Phoenician murex dye. 

III.  The Observations and Interpretations of the Church of Thyatira. 

      A.  The SPEAKER – Jesus Christ (Rev. 2:18).  

            ●  Jesus EYES are like BLAZING FIRE.  
               The Greek translation is literally, “These things say the Son of God, the one  

    having the eyes of him a flame of fire.”  The phrase, the Son of God, is used for 

    the first time in this book.  The speaker is identified as being the Son of God.  The 
    expression is relevant as the citizens of Thyatira regarded Caesar and Apollos as   

    sons  of gods.  Jesus declares that He is True Son of God from God the Father.        

    There is no other.  

   The believers in Thyatira could fully identify with the description.  The term, having   

   the eyes like a flaming or blazing fire, means that He is the one who searches the 
   hearts and mind of God’s people.  The idea of blazing fire is that any impurity will be 
               removed.  No evil will be able to stand in His presence.  With His eyes, He dispels 
   the darkness and burns away impurities.  

          ●  Jesus FEET are like BURNISHED BRONZE.  

   The phrase, like burnished bronze, could be an alloy material made of copper-zinc.                

   This alloy is durable, stable, and firm.  The gleam of the metal attracts attention.  
   Could it be that as the citizens of Thyatira would burn incense at the feet of the  

               statutes, so the image of Jesus feet being burnished bronze would reflect that they 
   would only bow at His feet?     

   Jesus feet reflects his triumph over His enemies and that He will stand alone.  It is          

   Jesus feet that stands on the Mount Zion (Rev. 14:1).  No other being can stand in 
   His presence.  All must bow to Him.  Every knee will bow at the feet of Jesus 
   whether great or small (Phil. 2:9-10). 

   B.  The COMMENDATION to the Church of Thyatira (Rev. 2:19). 

         ●  Jesus knows the QUALITY of their works.  
      Jesus declared that he knows “your deeds, your love and faith, your service and 
      perseverance…”  In the Greek, it literally says, “I know of you the works and the love 
      and the faith and the ministry and the endurance of you…”  
      There are five things that Jesus KNOWS:
1. He knows your DEEDS.  
The word, your, is singular, not plural.  Jesus knows the each individual believers’ deeds.  The word, deeds, is “ta erga” which means the works. The works are plural.  This seems to emphasis the actions that is already done and those works which are in progress.  The believers were involved in different kinds of good works. It wasn’t limited to one deed, but many deeds. They were active. 
If you feel that no one appreciates you nor commends you, remember that Jesus sees all that you do for Him. The pastor or church leaders may never commend you by name for your deeds, Jesus knows what is seen and unseen for Him. His commendation at the end is worth far more than any pastor or church leader can give you on earth. 
2. He knows your LOVE.  
The word, love, is “agapao” which is unconditional love.  Agape love comes from God.  Since the love is between deeds and service, the love refers more to their love toward others. The motivation for the deed is love for others. 

No one knows the heart motive of another person or the sacrifices were made to help that brother or sister in the Lord.  No one may know the cost even though others think that it didn’t too much time or energy.  You may have sacrificed a lot because of your love for Jesus and for His people.  It wasn’t done out of pride or self-recognition.  It was done from the love that you received from God and you wanted to share that love with others in need.  

3. He knows your FAITH.   
The word, faith, is “pistin” which means belief.  The believers were serving the Lord by faith, even though they do not see the result.  They trusted God for the results. 
Others may think it is hopeless or worthless.  They have given up as retiring or quitting that position. They lost sight of hope.  They may have forgotten that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.  It is the runner, the farmer who doesn’t look only at the present circumstances, but unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of his/her faith.  It is believing that God will act to bring about fruit in His time, not our time.
4. He knows your SERVICE.  The word, service, is “diakonian” which means the 
ministry or the service.  The service implies the work that is being done without knowing the results.  It is the process of the serving.  
Our service to God is not out of duty or obligation.  It’s not forced upon us, but we willing take up that service unto God.  Jesus rose from the table and washed the disciples’ foot at the last Passover Meal.  Jesus didn’t come to be served but to serve and give His life as a ransom for many.  It is the willingness to get down on one knees to serve others. 
5. He knows the PERSEVERANCE.  
The word, perseverance, is upomonan, which means to remain under or to  endure, to persevere.  The perseverance implies time under, to continue in the action.   

It is easy to give up when one sees others dropping out of the race.  It seems so unfair that others are enjoying life, taking an easy while you continue to do that good work for God.  It is easy to be discouraged, to quit half way when one hits a rough time in one’s life.  The reason for the persistent perseverance is knowing the coming reward from Jesus. We seek to please Him regardless others join us or not in running our race to the end.

                  When the Lord uses those five terms, He can see the beginning of our works to 
                  the end of those works. 

                  How do you see the interrelationship between those five terms: Deeds, Love,                        

                  Faith, Service and Perseverance?

         ●  Jesus knows that the ABUNDANCE of their work.  
     The NIV says “and that you are now doing more than you did at first” in the Greek is 

     literally, “and the works of you the last more the first.” 

     The Lord commends them for their good works that have expanded into other areas.  
     The Thyatira believers just did not do the same work.  They did not decrease in their 
     work as time passed, but instead they were even taking on greater responsibility and 
     greater works. The word, more, “pleiova” reflects a comparative degree or more 
     quantity of.  The text does not state what expanded ministries the believers engaged 

     in but it was more than when they first came to know Jesus Christ.
           The question for us for us is this: Is the quality of deeds and the quantity of deeds 

           growing in the Lord as we grow spiritually in the Lord?  It is not either or but both and

           in our lives.  How have your grown in your ministries since you came to know the 

           Lord?      

C. The CORRECTION to the Church of Thyatira (Rev. 2:20-23). 
         ●  Jesus rebukes the believers for TOLERATING THE TEACHING OF JEZEBEL. 
 The spiritual gift of prophecy is to reveal messages from the Lord. It is both forth  

 telling and foretelling of the future.  The message given by a prophet can’t contradict  

 the revealed Words of God.  
 A woman rose in prominence in the church. She claimed that she was a prophet of  

 God. It is unclear whether she is a believer or not, but the message was contradicting  

 the teaching of the Scriptures and of Jesus.  Jesus assigns her the name, Jezebel.

Jezebel was the name of the Canaanite wife of Israel’s King Ahab.  King Ahab married a princess of Sidon.  Jezebel urged Ahab to worship Baal and the goddess of Asherah, constructed a temple and a sacred pole (I Kings 16:31-33, 21:25).  Jezebel promul-gated her teaching of idolatry and immorality.  She deceived the people of Israel who followed her in evil practices.  
The word, tolerate, in the Greek is “apheis” which has the idea of permit or tolerate.  The believers knew that this prophetess was declaring false teaching but they did nothing about it.  They weren’t willing to confront it her.  Their silence was condoning her teaching.  Since the believers were unwilling to confront her, the Lord confronts her directly.  
       ●  Jesus rebukes believers for ENGAGING IN THE TEACHING OF JEZEBEL.  

   Jesus declared that the prophetess misled some of His servants into sexual immorality 
   and the eating of food sacrificed to idols.  The word, sexual immorality is porneousai, 
   from porneia which means fornication or sexual intimacy with an unmarry woman.  
   The servants of God were deceived in practicing sexual immorality by going to the 
         temple prostitutes.  But it goes further to say that no only those commit fornication, but 
committed adultery with her.  The word, adultery is moichevonvas from moichos.  This 
was truly grievous to the Lord.  It is difficult for us to imagine that one could be deceive into committing adultery.  However, her position and influence as a spokesman for God gave her the credibility that it was acceptable behavior by God.  These believers either did not know the Word or ignored the Word.  Sin was condoned in the church for the most part.  However, Jesus is not silent about it.  He spoke against Jezebel and believers who engaged in her false teaching.
What rebuke would Jesus give to your life or to your Church? Jesus is not passive about sin since He desire His people and His Church to be a Holy Church.

D.  The WARNINGS to the Church of Thyatira (Rev. 2:21-25).
      ●  Jesus warns of IMPENDING JUDGMENT ON JEZELBEL.   

  The Lord gave her time to repent.  The word, gave, is the first person singular aorist 
  active indicative, from give.  The verb tense reflects that time has been given to her to 
  change her lifestyle.  It is for her to repent.

           Whether it was Apostle John who warned her or one of the church leaders, she was 
  confronted but has ignored the warning.  The prophetess response was not that she 
  was unable to respond but that she wishes not to repent.  
  The word, repent, has the idea of to turn around, or to change one’s mind.  She refused 
  to change her mind and insisted on her lifestyle even after being confronted by the 
  church leaders.  She was brazen in her behavior.  Perhaps she thought that she was 
  invincible.  
  Now the Lord Himself speaks to her directly.  Repent or face judgment.  We are not told  

  whether she repented or not, but seemingly with her already obstinate heart, she didn’t 
  repent.  
  The Lord is not hasty in bringing discipline on His people.  God is patient, giving us 
  opportunities after opportunities to change one’s attitude or behavior.  Refusal to heed 
  God’s warning will bring the hand of discipline from God.  We are always given a choice 
  to change our behavior.  Refusal brings discipline.  
  The author of Hebrews reminds us with this exhortation: “My son, do not make light of 
  the Lord’s discipline, and do not loose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord 
  disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as sons.”  God   

  doesn’t condone sinful behavior. 
      ●  Jesus warns against the ADULTERERS OF IMPENDING JUDGMENT.  
  The text says that the Lord will cast the prophetess and those who commit adultery into 
  suffering.  The word, cast, is first personal singular present active indicative from to 
  throw.  The tense of the verb is that this action is happening.  The NIV makes it future, I 
  will, but in the Greek it has the idea of it is happening at this moment.  
 The word, bed, could mean a bed for resting, for guild-banqueting, or for sickness.  

 It was on a bed that she sinned and it will be a bed that she will suffer.  What that  

 suffering is we are not told.  The suffering is not hers alone but all those who refuse to 
 repent and continue to commit adultery with her will suffer the same fate.  They too will 
 be cast into a bed of great suffering unless they repent.  It is not if the judgment will 
 come but when the judgment will come.  The thought is that the judgment is at the door.  
 The door bell is about to be rung.  Time is running out or has run out.    
     ●  Jesus warns against THE PROPHETESS OF JUDGMENT ON HER CHILDREN. 
 The phrase, I will strike her children dead, in the Greek is literally, “and the children
 of her I will kill with death.”  The word, children, is interpreted literally as her physical  

 offspring or figuratively for the children are the woman’s followers.  
 For those who follow her and refuse to repent they face the discipline of the Lord  

 including death.  See I Cor. 11:29-30.  As to her physical children, this judgment may fall 
 on them as well because the children will imitate her attitude and behavior.  The Lord 
 does not declare what the judgment but will be but it will be obvious to all the other 
 churches as a warning to them.  
 The Lord declares that He knows and that He repays everyone according to their deeds.

 The words, your deeds, in the Greek is ta erga umon, the works of you.  The Lord knows  

 as His eyes sees into everything thing and His judgment is just. 

     ●  Jesus warns THE FAITHFUL BELIEVERS TO REMAIN TRUE. 
The Lord calls the faithful believers to abstain from learning Satan’s so-called deep  

secrets.  The phrase literally in the Greek is “as many as have not teaching this, who 
knew not the deep things of Satan.”  

What are the “deep things of Satan?”  The viewpoints are Satanic or cultic worship or
an early from of Christian Gnosticism.  A better view is liken to the deception of the Nicolaitans.  
The deception may be like this:  “The only effective way to confront Satan was to enter his enter into his strongholds; the real nature of sin could only be learned by experience, and therefore only those who had really experienced sin could truly appreciate grace.  So by experiencing the depths of paganism (“the deep secrets of Satan”), one would better be equipped to serve Christ or be an example of freedom to his brothers” (cf I Cor. 8:9-11).  
The distortion of the grace and truth is easy to justify for one’s own sinfulness.  The Lord encourages the few faithful believers to remain true to the Word and not enter into the deep things of Satan.   

  E.  The CHALLENGE (REWARD) to the Church of Thyatira (Rev. 2:24-29). 

        ●  The faithful believers will have REIGNING AUTHORITY with Jesus.  
    The Lord encourages the few faithful believers by declaring that they will have 
    authority over the nations.  The phrase, I will give authority over the nations, is literally 
   in the Greek, “I will give him authority (exousiav) over the nations (twn ethnon).  In  

   Matthew 28:19 Jesus declares that all authority has been given to him.  There is no 
   rival authority to Jesus Christ. 

   In the NIV, it puts the following phrase, “He will rule them with an iron scepter…” in  

   italics as a quote.  However in the Greek, the sentence continues with the conjunction, 
   “and”, but the person changes from third person, “I will give him,” to “and he will 
   shepherd.”    
           The later phrase is a loose quote from Psalm 2:9 “You will rule them with an iron  
  scepter; you will dash them to pieces like pottery.”  Psalm 2:9 refers to the Jesus as the 
  reigning King of Israel.  From the text, Jesus gives some of His authority to those who 
           overcome “the deep things of Satan.”  They will exercise over the nations, plural form.  
           The word, rule, (poimaino) is literally means to shepherd.  They are fit to judge what is 
           true and right as His representatives even with an iron of scepter.
           Believers are rewarded for their faithfulness to the Lord and to His Word.  Every    

           believer is saved by grace through faith, but not every believer will receive the same 
           reward for faithfulness to the Lord.  The reward given in heaven far exceeds what we 
  can imagine on earth.  The sacrifices we give on earth are incomparable to what we 
  will receive from the Lord.  To be entrusted with a position to judge the nations is an 
  honor given to only  those who overcome.   

       ●  The faithful believers are given the MORNING STAR. 
  The Lord will also give the person the morning star.  The word, morning star, in the 
  Greek is “ton astera ton pronon” which literally means the star, the morning.  
  The interpretation of what does the morning star means are as follows:  1. The saints 
  who rule with Christ and shine brightly as morning stars 2. the saints would receive 
  Christ as their very life or 3. the saints resurrection over the darkness of this world’s 
  persecution and offers victory over it.  Since the believers are given morning star, it is a 
  symbol of their victory over their enemies.  
  II Peter. 1:19 declares that the Word of God is liken “to a light shining in a dark place, 
           until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.”  As we live out the 
           Word of God, the Light of God’s Word will shine through us.  We are uncertain as to   

  the meaning of the morning star but we do not that Jesus is the Morning Star.  

V.  Application Challenges:
A. What would the Lord say about your service for Him? 
B. What are the subjects/topics that the Church leaders have ignored or am unwilling to 

           address in the Church?
C. Would you have the boldness to stand and to apply Matthew 18:15-20 to a sinning brother or sister in the Lord?  
IV.  Conclusion.
The Church of Thyatira served the Lord wholeheartedly and their works in the present time was greater than when they first believed in Jesus Christ.  The eyes of the Lord see all things and His feet triumphs over all.  He knows every heresy and immoral behavior among His people and in the Church.  The Lord is not indifferent to the life of the Church.  We are His Bride.  Failure to repent will bring harsh discipline on the sinning brother or sister.  The Lord wants His Church to be Holy Church.  

