THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF ASIA MINOR
THE CHURCH OF SARDIS

Revelation 3:1-6 

Introduction. 
Have we dozed off watching a Netflix movie or some baseball game?  Have we heard someone snoring in the worship service? 

I.  The Historical and Geographical Setting of Sardis. 

The city of Sardis, known today as Sart, was located approximately 30 miles southeast of Thyatira and 50 miles east of Smyrna.  The plural name, “Sardis” refers first to the city as a fortress on top of a promontory, and then to the prosperous city of commerce.

The fortress city was located 1500 feet up the steep cliffs that could not be scale.  The city could only be reached from the south along a narrow and elevated strip that ended at the promontory on which the fortress was built.  Sardis was completed depended on the fertile valley below.  Sardis was the capital of Lydia.  

The commercial city of Sardis was the valley where farmers produce and sold agricultural products especially in wool.  In times of peace, they prospered along the trade routes which extended from the north to the south and from the east to the west in the province of Lydia and Asia.  Sardis occupied the hub of these roads and increased in wealth.
The name Croesus, King of Lydia 560 -546 B.C. is part of the legend that whatever he touched turned into gold.  Herodotus writes that the River Pactolus ran through the city where gold was in the water.  “The stream which comes down from Mount Timolus and which brings Sardis a quantity of god dust, runs directly through the market place of the city.”  

Only twice in the history of Sardis was the city captured.  When Cyrus attacked in the sixth century B.C., a Persian soldier observed a Sardian descending the southern winding path to retrieve his fallen helmet.  Unknown to that the soldier, the Persians followed that same route and captured the whole city by surprise.   Antiochus the Great sent his army about 214 B.C, his soldiers scaled the unguarded walls of the city.  It was
Antiochus who departed the Jews to Lydia and Phyrgia in Asia Minor.  The Jews held Sardian citizenship and filled leading positions in the city.  In A.D. 17, Sardis suffered a devastating earthquake whereby Emperor Tiberius exempted the city from paying taxes for five years.  

Sardis sought to build a second Temple to Artemis.  The size equaled in size to the famous temple of Artemis in Ephesus.  However, this temple was never completed.  

Apart from this, the city was famous for its impressive necropolis or cemetery.  Hundreds of burial mounds dotted the hills of Sardis.  

Sardis was a city of peace, not the peace won through battle, but “the peace” of the man whose dreams are dead and whose mind is asleep, the peace of lethargy and evasion.”  

  II.  The Introduction of Christianity to Sardis.  

 Since Sardis was on a trade route, most likely traders to and from Ephesus brought the   

 Gospel to Sardis.  

III.  The Observations and Interpretations for the Church of Sardis. 

       A.  The SPEAKER – Jesus Christ (Rev. 3:1) 

· Jesus has the SEVEN SPIRITS of God 

                  Jesus declares that He is the one who holds the Seven Spirits of God.  The “Seven 

                  Spirits” can be interpreted as the seven angels of God or the Holy Spirit.  From the 

                  context, the “seven spirits” represents the activity of the risen Christ through the 
                  Holy Spirit in and to the seven churches.  “For it is not by might nor by power, but                    

                  by the Spirit says the Lord Almighty.”  Thus most commentators interpret the 
                  “Seven Spirits” as the seven-fold manifestation of the Spirit as He addresses each                     

                  of the seven churches of Asia Minor.  

· Jesus has the SEVEN STARS. 
       Jesus declares that He is the one who holds the Seven Stars.  The seven stars are  

       interpreted as being the seven angels of the Churches.  The word, angel, can be  

       interpreted as literally an angel or messenger.  If the seven spirits are interpreted as  

       angels, then the seven stars would not be angels again.  It is most likely the Lord is  

       referring to actual angels, not to messengers or pastors.  
       Jesus is declaring to the Church of Sardis that He is the holder of the Spirit of God  

       and the very life of the Church.  If the Sardian church is strong, it is because Christ  

       has sent His Spirit to encourage and quicken them.  If they are dead, it is because 
       in judgment, He has withdrawn His Spirit from them.  To the faithful few, they can 
       count on Christ to sustain, give life, and to mobilize them even though the majority 
       is dead.  God calls us to be faithful and to give up in our love and service for Him.    

B. The COMMENDATIONS to the Church of Sardis (Rev. 3:1).
            ●  Jesus commends the Sardian believers for their WORKS.  
       
The word, works, is “ta erga” from works.  Jesus acknowledges that the believers did engaged in good works.  A church was established in this community and people came to know the Lord through their sharing of the Gospel.  We find no doctrinal heresy in this Church at least none is mentioned.  They were still holding onto the doctrinal teaching.    

It is comforting to know that the Lord remembers our past good deeds for Him.  He does not forget the work done for Him.  Whether the work is great or small, the Lord knows all that is done for Him.  However time has past.  From the time of Paul to the writing of this letter, 25-30 years has transpired.  Another generation of believers have been born or come know the Lord.  This new generation of believers was different from the previous generation.  Just found this church lacking as well.  
C.  The CORRECTION or Warning to the Church of Sardis (Rev. 3:2-3). 

            ●  Jesus warns the believers to be VIGILANT.  

He says, “Be Alert!”  The word in Greek is ‘Be Thou watching” is “ginou gragoron” which mean to watch as in keeping awake or spiritual alertness.  It is being vigilant.   Jesus calls the believers to be alert.  It is in the present tense.  
The words that Jesus used of be alert must have caused them to remember their historical past.  Because the city was not vigilant, because no one was attentive to the circumstances, the enemies came suddenly and captured the city.  Jesus warns the believer that they must not be callous but vigilant.  They must watch and pray.  This vigilance is to be continual.  It is to be alert day and night, taking nothing for granted. 

Every church needs to be vigilant.  We need to watch our doctrine and our lives.  The Apostle Paul exhorts Timothy to watch your life and doctrine closely.  Persevere in them because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers (I Tim. 4:16). 
The writer of Hebrew says, “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who is promise is faithful.  And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  We need to be vigilant for each other, encouraging each day.  

            ●  Jesus calls the believers to STRENGTHEN their believers and their ministry. 
     Jesus calls the believers to strengthen the things that remain. The Greek word for 

                 strengthen is “stapison” which means to establish, to make firm.  Some of the 
                 believers are faithful and serving the Lord.  The Lord was encouraging others to   

     become active and to do the work that the Lord has for them to do.  The few could 
     not to the work of the whole.  If they do nothing to remedy the situation, the ministry 
     would die.  The ministry is in the death throes.  It is near cardiac arrest.  To do 
     nothing is death.  Jesus declares to the believers to be alert, look at the current 
     circumstances, and strengthen what is there.  

                Jesus declares that what was missing was the works.  It was not complete.  The   

                word, complete in the Greek is ”perpleromena” which means full, fulfilled, filled up to  

                measure.  It refers to both the number of deeds and the quality of their deeds.  It 
                was not up to the standard that Christ has set for the Church.  
               Jesus was looking for something and what they produce was not to His satisfaction.  
               He expected more from this Church.  They started well and now they have stumbled.  
               They were feeling defeated.  Perhaps they had become lazy through time with the 
               wealth that they had accumulated.  They were financially rich but spiritually poor.  
               They were investing in this world and not in the heavenly kingdom.  
            ●  Jesus warns the believers that He will come like a THIEF. 
                 The word, come like a thief, does not refer to the Second Coming of Christ, but 
                  more so a surprising judgment on them at the time they least expect it.  As the City 

fell unexpectedly as the enemies crawl up the city walls, so the Lord will bring judgment on them at an unexpected time.  

This sudden judgment can be adverted if they would wake up.  If they would repent and do the work that they did at the beginning, they would be preserved.  Failure will mean certain judgment on this Church. 

      C.  The CHALLENGE To The Church of Smyrna (Rev. 3:4-6).

             ●  The believer will dressed in WHITE. 

    The Lord knows the few who have been faithful and obeying the Word of God.
The phrase, a few names, conveys the idea that the Lord knows who the faithful followers are.  He knows each one of them personally.  To these few faithful followers, he encourages them to be faithful. 

He encourages them to keep their clothes from being soiled.  Citizens of Sardis who soiled their clothes were removed from the public list of citizens.  The soil clothes symbolize the staining of their spiritual conduct and moral lifestyle.  Those who engaged in idolatry and temple prostitution soiled their clothes.  The few who kept their clothes clean on earth, Jesus said that He will give them new white clothes. The new clean clothes symbolize their righteousness, victory and glory of God.    
Since the City of Sardis was in a valley, shepherding was one of their major industries.  They made clothes out of wool.  The clean white wool is in comparison to soil wool clothing.  In the pagan religion it was forbidden to approach the gods in soiled or stained garments.  Cleaned clothe was required.  Jesus was reminding them that no soil clothes can come into His presence.  They must have clean white wool clothes to approach God Almighty.  They were worthy to enter the Temple of God.  Those who had soiled their clothes were unworthy to enter the Temple.       
           ●  The believer will have his/her name in the BOOK OF LIFE.
The Lord also assured them that their name will remain in the Book of Life.  In ancient cities the names of citizens were recorded in a register till their death; then their names were erased or marked out of the book of the living.  The Lord was assuring them that he will never erase or blot out their name from the Book of Life for those who overcome life’s trials.  In death, they can be assured that their names are part of God’s family.  Under political persecution, Christians who were loyal to Christ were under constant threat of being branded political and social rebels and then stripped of their citizenship.  Christ was affirming to them an eternal, safe citizenship that would be theirs forever.  Their name is permanently engraved in the Book of Life.  
           ●  The believer will be acknowledged before the FATHER.

The Lord promises to the one who overcomes will be acknowledge his name before the Heavenly Father and the angels.  The word, “acknowledge” is homologeo which is used for confession before a court.  Jesus Christ is the one who will confess their names as being true to him.  
On earth, their names will be denounced, but in heaven, their names will be praised for their faithfulness to Him.  Jesus will honor those who honors him and will be ashamed of those who are ashamed of Him on earth.  “Here is a trust worthy saying: If we died with him, we will also live with him.  If we endure, we will also reign with him.  If we disown him, he will also disown us.  If we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he can’t disown himself” (II Tim. 2:11-13).
 IV.  Application Challenges:  
1. How does one know whether a Church is near death?  What are its characteristics of having the appearance of being alive but they are almost dead? 

       2.  Do you think a few can turn a “dead” church around or should the few who are faithful

 leave the spiritually dead church and go to another church?  What would you do?  

       3.  Certainly none of us have perfectly unstained clothes.  If our clothes are stained, how 

 do we “get our clothes washed”?  What must we do?       

4.  How can you use your influence to make a difference in this Church?  What can you 

       say or do that may bring about a revival in a Church?
V.  Conclusion. 

It may well be true that many churches think that they are alive but they are dead.  Some churches are dead because they have departed from the truth of God and only preach a social Gospel.  Some churches have Biblical teaching but their hearts are harden to the Word.  They have become callous to the Word of God or because they have replaced the Word of God with things of this world. 

In each case, a harden heart or a harden mind produces deadly results.  People may be in the Church, but they are spiritually near death.  Their lifestyle is no different from the unbeliever.  They have nothing to offer to the world except a social gospel.  The spiritual life of the church is dead.  Only repentance can revive the Church, if they are willing to look at their condition.

