THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF REVELATION
THE CHURCH OF PHILADELPHIA

Revelations 3:7-13

Introduction.
Have we been in a Church that is struggling?  The worshipers are mostly seniors with a few families.  Will there be a door of ministry in the community or will the Church door closed?    Perhaps another group of believers will buy the facility.  What does the Lord has to say to a Church that is struggling? 
 I.  The Historical and Cultural Setting of the Church at Philadelphia. 

The city of Philadelphia is located about 25 miles southeast of Sardis, along the Hermus   River valley.  Today this is the city Alasehir.  A main highway ran through the city connecting it to Smyrna to the northwest Asia, Phrygia, and the east.  Philadelphia was considered a strong fortress city.  Economically, the area was famous for its growing vine, textile and leather industries.  
The city was founded by Attallus II Philadelphus (159-138 B.C), the king of Pergamum. The ruler was called Philadelphus because of his devotion to his brother  Eumenes.  The Greek name of his foundation means “brotherly love.”  Others would say that it was founded by Eumenes in honor of his brother Philadelphus. 

The city was founded on an earthquake faultline.  The area around Philadelphia was volcanic and is known as the “burnt land”  Volcanic ash made the ground fertile.  In

A.D. 17, the city was destroyed by an earthquake.  Emperor Tiberus exempt the city from taxes for a time period so that the city can be rebuilt.  In gratitude, the citizens named it Neocaesarea (“New Caesar”).  Because of the earthquakes the people prefer living in the country than in the city.  Emperor Vesparian (69-79 A.D.) had a temple built in his honor.  The city was called “Flavius” after his full name of Titus Flavius Sabinus Vespasianus.  Later on in history, city earned the title of “Neokoros,” or “Temple Warden”.  In the 5th Century, it was named “Little Athens” because of the proliferation of festivals and pagan cults.   The city on its low hill was strategically valuable.  It lay on a frontier of culture, the gateway to central Asia Minor with where Greek and Roman culture spread eastward.  Truly it was an open door to the world outside of Greece.  

With the growth of the wine industry, some have assumed the worship of Dionysus was the chief pagan cult of the city.   
II.  The Introduction of Christianity to Philadelphia. 
 The introduction of Christianity to the city of Philadelphia is unknown except that in A.D. 100-160 the church prospered under the ministry of a prophetess, Ammia.  She is recognized as ranking with Agabus and the four daughters of Philip the Evangelist.  Long after the surrounding country succumbed to Muslim control, Philadelphia held a Christian populace.  It is said that in the first part of the 20th century, five Christian congregations were sill flourishing in Philadelphia.  Of all seven churches, only this church spanned the centuries. 
III.  Observations and Interpretations of Philadelphia.  
      A.  The SPEAKER: Jesus Christ (Rev. 3:7).
●  Jesus is HOLY and TRUE. 

The NIV translation of the first phrase is “These are the words of him who is holy and true” in the Greek is “These things says The holy (one), The true (one).”  The words, The holy, The True, has what is call a definite article, the.  
In John 14:6, Jesus is The Way, The Truth, and The Life.  The definite article, the, is present.  Jesus is the only One who is Holy and True.  

The combination of the two adjectives, holy and true, is only used twice in the New Testament.  It is found here and applying to Jesus and in Rev. 6:10, applying to God. 

The word, holy is “agios” in the Greek.  The adjective, the Holy (One), is a self-description of Himself.  It is not that the angels are ascribing holiness or declaring His holiness.  Jesus is declaring His own essence and action.  He is totally and absolute holy.  The word, holiness means separated from and the quality of purity.  Jesus is more than just without sin.  He is absolutely pure.  He is The Holy One.   

The word, true is “alethinos” in the Greek.  The adjective, “ho alethinos,” the true one, is a self-description of Himself.  The word, true or truth, has the ideas of unconcealed, manifested.  Thus it means to be true to fact, genuine, real.  He is distinct from all others as all the others are false.  There can be only one truth and the one who has spoken is true in what He says.  No falsehood for His very essence is truth.  

          With those two adjectives describing Jesus, one can have total confidence in what He says is fully reliable.  This is comforting to us for the words that Jesus spoke is totally trustworthy because of His character.  He is holy and true.  What He promise to us, He will fulfill for He can’t break His own word.   

●  Jesus holds the KEY of DAVID. 

          The NIV translation is “who holds the key of David” in the Greek is “the (one)  

          having the key of David.”  The difference between holding and having has a slightly  

          different emphasis.  The person holding emphasizes more of grasping, but having   

          implies more of ownership.  Although both are intended here that He is the rightful   

          owner of the key and He is the One who holds it in His hands.  

         The reference of the “key of David” alludes to Isaiah 22:20ff whereby the post of secretary of state in Judah was transferred from unfaithful Shebna to faithful Eliakim. Isaiah 22:22 says, “I will place on his shoulder the key to the house of David, what he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open.”  Eliakim is a prototype of the coming Messiah in which the Messiah will hold the scepter of the kingdom and rule over the nations.  The “key” signifies the power of the keys that were normally held by the king himself, unless he delegated it to another.  The term, “David” points to the Messiah who will open the door into the kingdom. It signifies absolute authority for the one who holds the keys.  Jesus is the absolute rule of heaven and earth.

         ●  Jesus is OMNIPOTENT.
The NIV translation says “What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open” which in the Greek says, “the (one) opening and no one shall shut, and shutting and no one opens.”  In the Greek, it is one continues sentence.  

Jesus is the one who opens and closes.  There is no person or power on earth can shut what He has opened or open what He has closed.  There is no person or power equal to Him.  Jesus declared that He will build His church and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.  No demonic force, not even Satan himself can overcome the Lord Jesus.  The Lord Jesus has absolute authority and power. 

In verse 8, Jesus declares to the believers that He has opened that door.  The verb tense, “aneogmenan” is perfect passive participle, accusative singular feminine from “anoigo” which is used literally, of a door or gate being open, metaphorically to open as a mouth or eye.  The perfect passive tense indicates that this door was open in the past and remains open.  The believers were not the one who opened the door, but that the door was opened for them.  This door remains open for them for now, and they do not know when the Lord will close this door.  
The question arises as to what has been opened to them?  What is that door?  There are two prevalent views.  The first view is the door of missionary activity.  As the easternmost city and an out post on the high tableland of upper Asia Minor, the door of evangelism is held open to evangelism the Greeks and non-Greeks.  The second view is the door to His kingdom for those who love him.  They are entering the kingdom of God.  Thus is it referring to unbelievers or believers?  
       In my opinion, the open door is a door of ministry, not a door into the kingdom.  The

       believers are already citizens of the kingdom.  They are already saved and have 

       entered into the family of God.  Thus it is more likely to be a door of ministry.  This is in contrast to the Church of Sardis which was inactive for the Lord.  Their works were incomplete.  Their door is about to shut, however for Church of Philadelphia, the door of service and work remains wide open.  

       The concept of an open door was something that the believers understood.  Standing at the frontier, there was an open door of trader with those from the east and from the west.  They had the first opportunity for those coming from the east and for those returning home.  They have the opportunity and privilege to share the Gospel with the traders.  There was an endless opportunity for them to share, if they would continue sharing the Gospel.  As the Apostle Paul said that God had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles (Acts 14:27).

The challenge for us is do we believe the words of Jesus that His word will not return to Him void.  Do we believe that our labor will bear forth fruit in its season?   Do we 

believe the Holy One, the True One in the promises that He has made for us?  Let’s

believe His promises for He is Holy and True for He will keep His word to us. 

   B.  The COMMENDATIONS to the Church of Philadelphia (Rev. 3:8-10).  

         ●  Jesus knows the DEEDS of the believers.  
       Jesus commends the believers in Philadelphia for their deed.  The word for deed is “ta erga” which is in the plural form.  This means that the Lord knew all that the believers were doing.  The works would include both qualitative and quantitative.  Again, this is in stark contras to the believers of Sardis who started with many works, but now their work is incomplete in the sight of God.  The believers in Philadelphia continue to serve the Lord abundantly. 
        ●  Jesus knows the STRENGTH of the believers.
The Lord encourages the believers for their faithfulness by declaring that He will keep the door of ministry open to them, because or even though (hoti) of the following reasons.  Here I believe Jesus lists the reasons why He is going to keep that door of ministry open to them. 

First of all, the believers have little strength.  The words, little strength, in the Greek is little power, “mikran dunamin.”  “Mikran” means little and “dunamin” means power or strength.  Thus what does it mean that the believers had little power or strength.  
Two views are held.  The first view is that the little power refers to the small number of Christians in the community.  The size of the Christian community is small due to persecution.  Thus the believers were limited in what they can do for the Lord.  The second view refers not to the number of believers but what they were able to do.  The ministry was opposed by the Jews and or by the Romans.  They were serving diligently but the advancement of the Gospel was difficult.  Their ministry was being opposed.  

        From the context, the argument is stronger that Christ keeps the door of ministry open despite the opposition from the non-believers.  As believers were strip of their status or being persecuted, they had no means to oppose them.  They were defenseless, and yet despite their circumstances they continue to preach Christ.  Jesus is assuring the believers of an ongoing ministry.  They do not need to fear that the door will be closed for them.  Jesus will keep that door open for them.   

        ●  Jesus knows the FAITHFULNESS of His word by the believers. 

      The second reason the Lord is going to keep the door open is because of their faith-fullness to His Word.  The phrase in the NIV, “yet you have kept my word” in the Greek is “and you did keep of me the word.”  The connective word, “and” in the Greek is “kai” which is normally translated as “and,” but it can be translated as “even as” or “yet.”    
             Since Jesus is commending the believers, He is listing what He knows about them.

      He knows their deeds and He knows their words.  The believers have uphold His word.  The verb, kept, in the Greek is “eteresas” which is a 2 person singular, aorist active indicative from tereo, is some what unexpected.  Jesus is referring to singular individuals, not to a group.  It is not you, plural number, but you as singular.  The aorist tense shows that this action was in the past.  The individual believer has kept  

       His Word.  The word, kept, has the idea of to watch over, preserve, keep watch; to  

       observe, to give heed to as of keeping commandments.  The Lord knows each  

       person and where each of them stood in relationship to His Word.  The believers 
       were living out the words of Jesus.  The kept in the sense of being faithful to and 
       including doing the Word.  

         ●  Jesus knows the CONFESSIONS of the believers. 

 The phrase, “and have not denied my name” in the Greek is “and did not deny the   

 name of me.”  The verb, deny with the negative, is “erneso” which is 2 person  

 singular aorist middle indicative from arneomai, which means deny.  Again as we Jesus knows the individual person response to Him.  The aorist middle indicative reflects that action that is sometime in the past whereby the believer himself did not deny the Lord.  It implies that they were called upon to deny the Lord but as individual believers, they did not.  They refused to give allegiance to Caesar or to burn incenses to the gods.  They refuse to deny the name of Jesus Christ.  

We are not told whether the death penalty was imposed on them or whether they were stripped of their rights.  Whatever the result, one thing was certain that they would only confess one name, Jesus Christ as Lord.

 C.  The CORRECTIONS or Warnings to the Church of Philadelphia (Rev. 3:9-11). 

       ●  Those who oppose the Church will be HUMBLED.  
    Jesus warns the Jews who oppose the Christians will be humbled.  The Church of Smyrna and Philadelphia are the only two churches that make specific reference to the Jewish people and their conduct.  

    In the Greek text, it literally says, “Behold, I will give out(some) of the synagogue of Satan, the ones calling themselves Jews to be, and they are not but they lie; behold, I will make them in order they shall come an they shall worship before the feet of you, and they shall know that I loved you.”  It must be carefully observed that the Lord is addressing to those who called themselves “Jews” but are not.  He is not all the Jews are liars.   

   Jewish people who converted to Christianity were no longer tolerated in the synagogues after the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in 70 A.D.  20 years later, the Jewish leaders met in Jamnia to acknowledge the canon of Scripture.  In this meeting, they set forth the so called Eighteen Benedictions.  In the twelfth petition, a curse was pronounce on the apostates.

      “For apostates let there be no hope, and the kingdom of insolence mayest thou

       Uproot speedily in our days, and let Christians and the heretics perish in a 

       moment, let them be blotted out of the book of life and let them not be written 

       with the righteous.  Blessed art thou, O Lord, who humblest the insolence.”

  After this curse on the heretics was formulated, the Jews denounced both Jewish and 
  Gentile Christians during the worship services in their synagogues.  The Jewish people  

  felt they were the chosen people and the loved people of God.  They became the 
  hands of Satan in the persecution of the Christians.  They rejected their Messiah and  

thus indirectly acknowledged Satan as lord.  Therefore, Jesus characterized them as liars because they no longer could claim the position being the people of God.  A true Jew would acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, while a false Jew would reject Jesus.  Their rejection of Jesus characterized them as liars.

In the Book of Hebrews, the believers are encouraged not to revert back to Judaism. “It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, if they fall away, to be brought back to repen-tance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and sub-jecting him to public disgrace” (Heb. 6:4-6).  Believers are called to persevere in their faith.      

   ●  Those who refused to believe in Christ will SUFFER the wrath of God.  

Jesus warns those who refuse to believe in Him will enter the Tribulation.  Jesus said  that he will keep His followers from the hour of trial that will come on the earth.

Biblical scholars have debated the meaning, “I will keep you from the hour of trial that is about to come upon the whole world to try those who dwell upon the earth” (vs. 10).  In the Greek, it literally reads as …”I also you will keep (tereso) out (ek) of the hour of trial being about to come on the inhabitants all, to try the ones dwelling on the earth.”   

The verb, I will keep, is first person plural, future active indicative of tereso which can mean to preserve, to preserve through, to keep from.  It is Jesus who keeps the believers either from something or through something.  The connective, I also, refers back that as the believers kept the word of Jesus, so Jesus will keep them from what is to come.  The believers were faithful to the Lord and endure suffering.  Now Jesus is declaring that He will keep them from the suffering that is to come on the world.  

The preposition, “ek” is normally interpreted as normally means “out of” or “out from.”

Thus it can mean kept through the hour of trial or kept out of the hour of trial.  Is it preservation through the trial or escape from as in the sense of evacuation?  
The argument for preservation through the tribulation is based on John 17:15.  If it

is true that Jesus will enable us to go through the trials in our lives, but how are the  

believers preserve through the tribulation with the wrath of God being poured out on 
        the earth?

If the preservation is taken as escape from the Great Tribulation, this escape comes from “the rapture” position asserts.  Christians hold different positions on the return of Christ before the Great Tribulation or one return of Christ at the end of the Tribulation. 

       Textual passages are cited to support each theological perspective. 

  The object of what is being kept from or preserve through relates to what is “the hour of trial.”  The “hour of trial” in the Greek is horas tou perirasmou, “time of temptation.  Three interpretations of this phrase.  The first view is a historical fulfilled passage some time in our past.  The second view is that the believers are to go through some current trial whereby God protects or preserves the believers including the tribulation.  The third view is that the believers will be taken away or taken up from the time wrath of God.
 The hour of trial does not refer to a literal 60 minute time frame but a time period.  Again  

 some see that “the hour of trial” as many episodes of trials throughout Christian history  

 including the tribulation.  Others interpret the “hour of trial” referring to the Great 
 Tribulation.  This trial is upon not part of the world, but on the whole world.  The purpose  

 is to try those who dwell on the earth.  Depending on one’s view point, the preservation  

 viewpoint would declare that the hour of tribulation will reveal the heart condition of both

 believers and unbelievers.  The escape view would interpret that the inhabitants of the  

 earth are the non-believers to review their heart toward God.   

       What both views can concur in the following: 

          1.  There will be a time period of Great Tribulation on the earth.    

  2.  The believers will be taken from the world either at the beginning of the Tribulation 
           or at the end of the tribulation.  
          3.  The Lord Jesus Christ will return on earth.  

          4.  The Tribulation is on the inhabitants of the earth  
   From my study at this point in the Word of God, I believe the believers will be removed   

   before the Tribulation begins.  My reasoning is that since the believers kept the Word of   

   God, God will keep the believers from experiencing the wrath that He will pour out on the 
   earth.  It is difficult to conceive that God’s wrath will be experienced by both the Church 
   and the non-believers since God has not destined us to wrath.  The wrath of God is for 
   non-believers to reveal the heart of each person.   
D.  The WARNING to the Church of Philadelphia.

      ●  The believers are to HOLD onto their crown.   
The Lord encourages the believers to hold onto their crown because He is coming soon. 

    In the Greek it literally says, “I am coming quickly.  Hold onto what you have in order no 
    one takes the crown of you.”  

    Believers can be assured of receiving rewards for being faithful to Jesus.  Believers are   

    called to hold onto.  The word, hold onto, in the Greek is “kratei” which is a 2nd person  singular active imperative from “krateo.”  “Krateo” has the idea of to be strong, mighty, to prevail as in the sense of lay hold of or to take hold of, holding onto.  The verb is in the 

   singular, not the plural form and it is in the imperative.  It is a command to hold onto to what they have been doing for they will receive a reward. 

   The reward the believer is the crown.  The word, crown, in the Greek is “stephanos” that has the ideas of encircling or surrounding as a wall or crowd of people.  The crown symbolizes triumph as in the games, hence by metonymy, a reward or prize, or a token of public honor for distinguish service.  The crown symbolizes the believer’s victor over the circumstances.  He will be award a crown.  

   The Apostle Paul declares that “every believer’s work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light.  It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work.  If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward.”  

   All that we have done for Jesus Christ will be tested for its quality, not quantity of works. 
   There will be those who will receive among the rewards would be crowns.

     The New Testament refers to the following crowns: 

   -   The crown of righteousness (II Tim. 4:8) 

   -   The crown of glory (I Pet. 5:4)

   -   The crown of life (Rev. 2:10, Jas. 1:12)

        The rewards that a believer can receive can also be lost for not being steadfast.   Jesus 
        warns that someone can take their your crown which means that it can be lost.  It is not

        how well one starts but how well ones complete the race.  It is only upon completion of 

        the race that one receives his or her reward (II Tim. 4:7-8).  The person who can cause 

        us to lose our reward is Satan or the unbelievers by causing us to be unfaithful to the

        Lord. 
E.  The CHALLENGES to the Church of Philadelphia (Rev. 3:12-13). 

       ●  The believer will become a pillar in the temple of my God. 

The Lord said that He will make him a pillar in the temple of my God.  Historically, since the city of Philadelphia was in an earthquake area, the only standing structures that would remain standing in a severe earthquake would be the pillars.  The word, pillar can be interpreted in two ways.  One is that the ancient temples had a number of pillars carved in the form of human beings that surrounded these structures.  The second is that a pillar in temple served to honor a distinguished person much like plaques attached to pillars in European cathedrals.  We are not certain in what sense the believers will be pillars in the temple of my God.  It can be in a metaphorical sense as recognized for their outstanding faith and faithfulness to God among the other believers.  The believers who overcome will be recognized for their strength and stability in times of turbulence on earth.         

       ●  The believer will REMAIN within the temple of my God. 

    During the times of earthquakes, the citizens would flee from their homes to go into the streets or fields from the falling debris.  The believers will be safe in the house of God.  There will be no fear at all.  No disturbance can ever force them out.  God’s house will not be shaken.  It is firm.    
       ●  The believer will RECEIVE the new names of God. 

    The believer who overcomes will receive four new names written on him.  The three 
    names are as follows: 

       -  The name of my God

       -  The name of the new Jerusalem
       -  The new name of Jesus 

Those who received the new names written on them will be honored and revered.  On earth they were mocked and scorn, but in heaven they will be highly honored for their stance for Jesus Christ.  It may well be for their unwillingness to bow to Caesar or to the Roman gods that God will honor them by giving them His name on them.  

IV.  Application Challenges: 

1. How well and how far have you run your race for Jesus? 

2. What reward or words do you want to hear from the words of Jesus?  

3.   If you are not in the race, what can you do to be in the race for Jesus? 

V.  Conclusion:  

The Church of Philadelphia is noted for their steadfastness and faithfulness to the Lord in the midst of religious and economic persecution.  Their steadfastness to the Lord will be rewarded for their faithful service to Him.  God will keep the door of ministry open to them so that they can continue to receive rewards done for Him.  

