THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF REVELATION

THE CHURCH OF LAODICEA
Revelations 3:14-22

Introduction.
How do we know when one is doing something half-heartedly?  What are some signs of it?

It’s been said that 10% of the Church does the work of the other 90%. Is that true for your Church and my Church?  Do we ever wonder why aren’t more believers engaged in serving the Lord?  The Lord reveals the half-hearted follower and server of the Lord.
  I.  The Setting of Laodicea.   

  The city of Laodicea was located some forty-three miles to the southeast of Philadelphia, eleven miles west of Colosse and six miles south of Hierapolis (Col. 4:13) in the Lycus Valley.  The city was the gateway to Syria.  This city was known also as Diospolis (the city of Zeus) and Rhoas.  
The Syrian ruler Antiochus II conquered Diospolis and renamed it after his wife, Laodice.  The Romans entered the area in 133 B.C. and made the city a judicial and administrative center.  Roads were built from east to west and north to south intersecting at Laodicea.  Because of its trade route, the city became a commercial center, gaining influence and wealth.  They exported black wool.  They had a flourishing medical school that specialized in ear and eye care with an ointment for treating inflamed eyes.  This ointment was known as the “Phrygian powder.” The city water supply came from an aqueduct six miles away at Hierapolis.  When the water reached Laodicea it was lukewarm but with the calcium carbonate, it made it undrinkable.  
 Laodicea was located in an earthquake zone where in A.D. 17, the city was devastated.

 The Roman government gave financial aid to the rebuilding of the city.  This happened again in A.D. 60 whereby they were able to rebuild the city without Rome’s assistance.

 Antiochus the Great (known as Antiochus III) brought some 2000 Jewish families from Babylon to Lydia and Phyrgia during the middle of the 3rd century.  In about A.D. 62, the Jews wanted to pay their annual tax for the upkeep of the temple in Jerusalem, their shipment of gold was confiscated by Proconsul Flaccus.  That shipment weighed more than 20 lbs.  It has been calculated based on the taxes that there were about 7,500 adult Jewish freeman in the district.  
 There is no indication that the Jews were hostile to the church nor were there any false prophets including the Nicolaitans, Balaam, and the Jezebel’s.  Emperor worship was a central part of the worship in Laodicea.  Zeus was also the supreme god that was worshipped in the city. The church accommodated itself to other religions, enjoying material wealth, being content with the life of ease.  Jesus had no praise or commendation for this church. 
II.  The Introduction of Christianity. 

The founder of the church of Laodicea is unknown, but it may have been found by Epaphras (Col. 4:12-13).  “Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Chris Jesus, sends greetings…I vouch for him that he is working hard for you and for those at Laodicea and Hierapolis.”  Epaphras was a well-respected and known coworkers among the churches in that area.  If he was not the founding father, he is one of the pillars of the early church in that area. 

III.  Observations and Interpretations of the Church of Laodica.  
      A.  The SPEAKER:  Jesus Christ (Rev. 3:14).  
            ●  Jesus is THE AMEN.  

The Greek word for “amen” is a literal transliteration of amen.  The word, amen, has two aspects to it.  One it has to do what God declared and the other is the human submission to it.  “Thus ‘Amen’ = ‘it is and shall be so,’ and by men, “so let it be.”  It has the idea of “truly, truly,” of what is conclusive.  It conveys the idea of what is true, firmly established and trustworthy.  There is no mistake in the pronouncement.  When Jesus declared that He is the Amen, it is as God declares as it is and shall be so.  It is an affirmation of what is to be described.  The definite article (the) conveys the idea as the God of Amen.  

When we say Amen, it is not our wishing of something to come about.  It is an affirmation of our belief that what we have prayed for is in accordance to His will.  Thus we can say, “Amen” with full assurance that our prayers will be heard by God.  It is an emphatic “yes” of what has been pronounced or declared.  

            ●  Jesus is THE FAITHFUL and TRUE WITNESS.
The phrase, the Faithful and True Witness, in the Greek is ho martus (the witness) ho pistos (the faithful) kai (and) alethivos (true).  Thus literally it says, “the witness the faithful and the true.”  It appears that the translation can be the faithful witness and the true or else the witness, the faithful and true, or as the NIV translates it, the Faithful and True Witness.  Since I am not a Greek grammar scholar, I am deferring this to the more scholarly of their interpretation.        
The adjectives, Faithful and True Witness, begins with the article, the.  He is The Faithful and True Witness.  This phrase testifies that Jesus is faithful to His Word and true to what He witnesses.  There is no deception or misperception of the circumstances.  There is only absolute truth.  With the conjunction that He is the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness,
the pronouncement is fully reliable.  Jesus knows the true condition of the Church of Laodicea.
This truth can be very comforting or very convicting for us.  His pronouncement is affirming of what is true.  Jesus knows our hearts and our circumstances.  Though others may misunderstand us or even falsely accuse us, Jesus knows the truth and He is a witness of the circumstances.  His pronouncement is completely accurate and truthful. 
           ●  Jesus is the RULER of God’s Creation. 

The phrase, the ruler of God’s creation, in the Greek is “the chief of the creation of God.”  The word, ruler, is “archa” can mean a rule, a sovereign ruler or first or the active cause, the beginning of something.  Jesus is described as the ruler of the creation of God.

Jesus is not being described as the first created being of creation but rather He is the originator for creation.  He is the Creator and Ruler of Creation.  

The usage of this term in this context is to help the believers of Laodicea understand that He is their Creator and He is the One who rules over them.  They are not in control of their destiny, but Jesus. 

B.  The COMMENDATIONS of the Church of Laodicea. 
      There is no commendation for the Church of Laodicea.  Perhaps in times past they were 
      passionate about the Lord, but their circumstances changed not for the better but for the 
      worse.  The Lord knew what they were doing, but it was woefully inadequate. 

C.  The WARNING for the Church of Laodicea (Rev. 3:15-16).  
      ●  The Laodicean believers were lukewarm in their service to God. 
The Lord declare that “I know your deeds that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish you were either hot or the other!  So because you are lukewarm-neither hot nor cold-I am about to spit you out of your mouth.”   The word, lukewarm, in the Greek is “chliaros” which is translated as tepid, warm.  It is neither hot nor cold. 

      It appears that the first believers of Laodicea were committed and enthusiastic followers of Jesus, but their children or those who came to know the Lord through their ministry lost their interest in sharing Jesus Christ, in living for the Lord, or seeking after the kingdom of God.
Although they possessed the Scriptures, they were apathetic, indifferent, and unconcerned about the things of the Lord.  They were doing something for the Lord but it did not amount to anything at all.  It was useless work.   

The city of Hierapolis, seven miles north of Laodicea, had famous “hot springs” while Colosse less than ten miles south of Laodicea had the cold, cool water.  For Laodicea, the insipid water supply was one that induced vomiting.  
The word, spit, in the Greek is much more graphic.  The Greek word is “emesai” which has the idea of vomit.  It is so distasteful and so repugnant that the Lord wants to spit them out of His mouth.  The lukewarm water that flow into Laodicea was laced with calcium carbonate which if one would drink would induce vomiting.  It was not as though there was a bad taste in one’s mouth, but the Lord was sick to His stomach with their attitude and action.  The sadness is that the believers were unaware of their true condition before God.  As the faithful and true witness, He reveals to them their true condition.  The choice would be theirs as to how they would respond to the truth.    
      ●  The Laodicean believers were SPIRITUALLY POOR.

           The Lord reveals the spiritual condition of the Laodicean believers.  They claimed that “I am rich and I have become wealthy and have need of nothing.”  The believers boasting may have come from a common saying, “I am rich and need nothing” from a diatribe of Epictetus who records those words from an imperial bailiff.  It may have been a proverbial saying among the rich since they rejected financial aid from Rome to rebuild city after a devastating earthquake.  Through their commerce, they thought that they had the blessing of God upon their lives for the material blessings.  This spirit of self-sufficiency had crept into the Church.  The Church confused material blessings with spiritual blessings.  They may have thought that with their material blessings that they also had the spiritual blessing of God upon them.  They did not understand their true condition before the Lord.  Material blessing is not necessary a sign of spiritual blessing or spiritual maturity.    
          Jesus revealed to them that they were wretched, pitiable, poor, blind and naked.  He uses five terms to describe their spiritual condition.  
          The first adjective is that the believers were wretched.  The word, wretched, in the Greek is “talaiporos” which means distressed, miserable, wretched.  To be wretched is to describe life when everything one owns has been destroyed or plundered.  It is to be left penniless.  With the earthquakes that happens in their area, they understood what it meant to be distressed, without anything.  They thought that they had everything, but in actuality they had nothing spiritually at all.  They were spiritually bankrupt.  This may refer more to their outward condition.  They were living in “spiritual rags.”
          The second adjective is that the believers were pitiful.  The word, pitiful, in the Greek is ”eleeinos.”  The word, mercy, comes from the word, “eleos.”  The Laodiceans were in a very pitiful condition and miserable condition.  This may refer more to their personal condition as from the viewpoint of an observer.  Jesus felt pity for them in the woeful condition.  However, they were blinded to this condition.  They didn’t know of their own pitiful condition.   
          The third, fourth and fifth adjective is seen by some scholars as a further defining of the believers wretched and pitiful condition.  They were “poor, blind, and naked.”  They were unaware of their own state either by becoming accustomed to their condition or that it had gradually overtaken them that they were not even aware of it.  They were an indigent spiritually.  They had nothing while all along they thought they had everything.  

          It is like the rich fool who was tearing down his barns to build bigger one without realizing that he was spiritually poor toward God.  As Christians we must guard being self-deceived that material blessings are a sign of God’s blessings on our spiritual lives.  This can be the furthest from the truth.  Don’t judge your spirituality by your physical assets.  It’s not about wealth, but about seeking the face of God and advancing His kingdom.  It is about our walk with the Lord than how much we have in our accounts.    
D.  The WARNING to the Church of Laodicea (Rev. 3:18-22). 
      ●  The believers are called to repent of their SELF-SUFFICIENCY from Christ. 

  Jesus declares first of all His love for the believers.  He says that those whom I love, I rebuke and discipline.  Jesus is not being spiteful toward them.  He is speaking the truth in love to them.  The Lord uses to two words to call them to repent.  
 The word, rebuke, is “elencho” (1 per. sing. pres. act. ind. from elencho) means to convict, refute or reprove.  The second word is chaste is “paideuno” (1 pers. sing. pres. act. ind. from paideuno) which denotes the training of a child, including instruction, including reproof.  The Lord calls them to be earnest in their repentance.  The word, earnest is “zeleue” (2nd pers sing. pres. act. imper.  from zaleuo) which means to be jealous or be zealous.  The Lord is calling them to be “hot” in their repentance, not passive or indifferent.  This is to address the Laodicean indifference of neither being hot or cold.  They need to respond with zeal.  
 The Lord not only rebukes them but then gives them the instruction as to how to change their conduct and attitude.  It is not enough to rebuke without giving the solution.  The Lord gives both reproof and answer to their spiritual condition.  He is not afraid to confront the Laodicean believers of their spiritual condition.  As the faithful witness, He must speak the truth to them.  Whenever we correct someone, it is insufficient to point out the shortcoming.  We must also offer the solution so that the person may know what to do to make the change.   

      ●  The believers are called to buy TRUE RICHES from the Lord. 

     The Lord calls the Laodicean believers to buy the true riches from Him.  The Lord counsels (sunbouleuo: 1 pers sing. pres. act. ind. from sunbouleo means to advice, to counsel) the believers to buy the following items: 

1. The believers are to buy refine gold in the fire.

    The Greek word “gold” refers to finely crafted products as in jewelry and coins, not    merely the metal itself.  The money changers at the Laodicean bank handled currency on a daily basis, but Christ is counseling the people to come and buy from Him.  The refine gold is gold that has been purified to such a degree that the glow of fire emanates from it.  The gold can also refer to their faith, which is far more precious than gold.  

   The believers had been collected material wealth, but not spiritual wealth.  The Lord declares that the earthly gold will not endure.  The gold that will truly count is the gold that the Lord gives to them.  Earthly gold is not the same as refined gold from the Lord.  The only way to obtain refine gold is to buy it from the Lord.

2. The believers are to buy white clothes to cover their shameful nakedness.

The city of Laodicea had a garment industry.  The black wool that the sheep produced was the color of the great majority of clothes manufactured there.  Thus most of the people wore black wool clothing.   The priest wore white garments.  The Lord declares that they can be clothed with the white garments of holiness and purity.  The reason for the white clothes is to cover their nakedness of sin and shame.  The city of loom could not weave cloth to cover their sins.  Righteousness can only come from God, not from human works. 
3. The believes are to buy salve to put on your eyes so that you can see.  

The Lord declares that they need to buy the true salve to cure their self-deception.  As people came to Laodicea to buy the grounded powder to heal an eye disease, so the Lord declares that they do not have the ointment to heal their spiritual blindness.  The only cure for them is the salve that the Lord will give to them to heal their spiritual blindness.  The Lord declares that they are spiritually blind.  There is only one source for the cure is from the Lord. 
E. The CHALLENGE to the Church of Laodicea.

●  The believers are called to fellowship with the Lord.

             The Lord invites the Laodicean believers to open their hearts to fellowship with Him.  

      Jesus says that He stands (hesteka:1 per. sing. perf. act. ind. of histemi)  at the door and knock (krouo: 1 pers. sing. pres. act. ind. of krouo).  The Lord has always been standing at their heart door and stands outside of the heart’s door.  He is knocking at their heart’s door even at this moment.  
      The condition clause, if, is potentially, not a certainty that the believers will respond, but if they hear (akouse: 3 per. sing 1 aor. act. subjunctive of akouo) and open (avoige:3 per. sing. 1 aor. act. subjunctive of anoigo) the door, He will come (eiseleuosomai:1 per. sing fut. mid. ind. from come) in and dine (deipneso: 1 pers. 
      sing. fut. act. ind. of deipneo from dine) with him.  The word, dine or eating refers to the main meal of the day with the closest friends.  It’s an intimate meal.            

      The Laodiceans believers are depicted as being asleep.  He calls them individually by continuing rapping on the doors of their hearts as though the owners are asleep.  The 

      believers are called to answer the knocking the door.  Do any of them hear the knocking or will they continue to ignore the knocking.  There is no excuse for them claim that they did not know that the Lord is knocking.  He has declared that He stands outside their hearts’ door and knocks.  If they would just respond and open the door, the Lord will come in and dine with them.  The coming and dining of the Lord with the believer is for fellowship with the Savior and Lord.  

         ●  The believers are called to persevere to gain their reward from Christ.

       The Lord declares to those who respond to Him will have the privilege of sitting with 
       Him on His throne.  
IV.  Application Challenges: 

A.   What would the Lord say about your spiritual condition and His solution for you? 

B.  What would the Lord say about our Church spiritual condition and His solution for    

     us? 

C.  What are you investing in this world?
V.  Conclusion. 
Jesus invites us to enjoy Him by opening the door of our hearts and mind to Him.  If our minds and heart are preoccupy with the things of this world, we will become deaf to Him.

Jesus doesn’t force Himself on us.  He waits for an invitation from you.

You invited Him as your Savior.  Will you now invite Him to be your Lord? 
APPLICATION QUESTIONS FOR REVELATION:

A. Which of the Seven Churches depict the churches in your country?  
B. What would the Lord commend or criticize about your church? 

C. If you truly believe that the Lord sees everything, how will your life change?  

D. What commendation do you want to hear from the Lord Jesus when you give an accounting of your life on earth to Him? 
