Philippians 2:12-18 Exegesis and Subject Complement (Responsivity of the believer)

12 So then, my dear friends, just as you have always obeyed, not only in my presence but even more in my absence, continue working out your salvation with awe and reverence, 13 for the one bringing forth in you both the desire and the effort—for the sake of his good pleasure—is God. 14 Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 15 so that you may be blameless and pure, children of God without blemish though you live in a crooked and perverse society, in which you shine as lights in the world 16 by holding on to the word of life so that on the day of Christ I will have a reason to boast that I did not run in vain nor labor in vain. 17 But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I am glad and rejoice together with all of you. 18 And in the same way you also should be glad and rejoice together with me.

12a So then, my dear friends, just as you have always obeyed, not only in my presence but even more in my absence,
12a The time in which the church or Philippi obeyed more was when Paul was absent, not when he was with them.
· Just as God assessed and then reacted to the worth of his Son's life of obedience (verses 9- 11), so the Christian must ponder the example of Christ and determine upon a worthy response (verses 12-18). [SL]
· The Greek word translated "obey" (hypakouein) contains the ideas of hearing, especially the divine word as proclaimed (cf. 2 Thess. 1:8), and submitting to what is heard. [SL]
· Is it easier to obey when someone is watching or not? It is always easier to be spiritually relaxed when your spiritual leader or advisor is not with you. 
12b continue working out your salvation with awe and reverence,
12b The manner in which they were to continue to work out their salvation was with awe and reverence 
· Specifically they were to "work out [their] salvation." Note that Paul did not say "work for your salvation." We obtain salvation by receiving it as a gift (Eph. 2:8), but having received it freely, we have a responsibility to cultivate it. The apostle had in mind the present aspect of our salvation, sanctification, in which we are laborers together with God (1 Cor. 3:9; cf. Titus 3:8).4 In justification and glorification, God does all the work (Eph. 2:9; Jude 24), but in sanctification we have a part to play. We "work out" our salvation by keeping in step (cooperating) with (obeying) the Holy Spirit, who leads us in the will of God (Gal. 5:16). In the context, the particular aspect of sanctification in view involves achieving unity through humility. [SL]
· "Paul is not here concerned with the eternal welfare of the soul of the individual. The individual believer is not now being called 'to self-activity, to the active pursuit of the will of God … to a personal application of salvation' (Müller). Rather the context suggests that this command is to be understood in a corporate sense. The entire church, which had grown spiritually ill (2:3-4), is charged now with taking whatever steps are necessary to restore itself to health and wholeness."1 "Perhaps it is best to see both the outworking of personal salvation and the corporate salvation or deliverance of the whole assembly from whatever held them back from experiencing God's best."2 "Putting forth such a constant and sustained effort is not easy. It is a battle on three fronts, a warfare against the tremendously strong and wily combination of the world, the flesh, and the devil."3 "No foes of spiritual life are more obvious than self-complacency and pride."4 As we work out our own sanctification, we must remember certain things: We serve a holy God, we have a strong and crafty adversary, and we are weak and dependent on God for all that we need. Such awareness will produce the attitude of "fear and trembling" that Paul advocated. This attitude is not inconsistent with joy and confidence in the Lord. [SL]
· What does awe and reverence mean?
· What does it mean to work out their salvation?
· Sanctification process. 

13 for the one bringing forth in you both the desire and the effort—for the sake of his good pleasure—is God.
13 The identity of the one bringing forth the desire and effort to work out their salvation for His good pleasure is God.
· Here he reminded them that God was "at work," not just with them, but in them, to provide motivation and enabling strength (Gr. energein, from which we get the word "energy"). He would enable them to work out their own salvation. God carries out this work through the indwelling Holy Spirit, and His main tool is the Word of God. [SL]
· "The first part of a good work is will; the other, a strong effort to accomplish it; the author of both is God. Therefore we are robbing the Lord if we claim for ourselves anything either in will or in accomplishment."
· "God does not work and has not worked … because man has worked. … The contrary is true: because God works and has worked, therefore man must and can work."
· "The believer could not even desire the higher life of conquest over self and sin, and the sanctification of character and conduct, except as God through the Spirit works and helps him both to will and to work, to desire and do."
· "It is not a 'let go and let God' affair. It is a 'take hold with God' business. It is a mutual cooperation with the Holy Spirit in an interest and an activity in the things of God. The saint must not merely rest in the Holy Spirit for victory over sin and the production of a holy life. He must in addition to this dependence upon the Spirit, say a positive NO to sin and exert himself to the doing of the right."
· This verse is one of the most comforting in the New Testament. Sometimes we want to do right, but seem to lack the energy or ability. This verse assures us that God will help us. At other times, we cannot even seem to want to do right. Here we learn that God can also provide the desire to do His will when we do not have it. If we find that we do not want to do right, we can ask God to work in us to create a desire to do His will. This verse gives us confidence that God desires both to motivate and to enable us.
· Having God work in us is in accordance to his good pleasure
· How does God bring forth the desire and effort in us to work out our salvation?
· I think sometimes that working with people is hard work and that it does not give pleasure. Do most people derive pleasure in working with people? 



14 Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 
14 The manner in which we are to do everything is without grumbling or arguing
· What does everything encompass? Everything. School work. Obeying your parents. Working with difficult people. It is not less, it is to be totally absent from our lives.
· The first of these words ("grumbling") looks at the initial activity, and the second ("disputing"), what results from the first (cf. 1 Cor. 10:10; Phil. 2:2; 4:2). The great warning of what complaining and disputing can lead to is Israel's 10 instances of complaining in the wilderness. That behavior culminated in the Israelites' refusal to enter and occupy the Promised Land from Kadesh-barnea (Num. 13—14). We frustrate God's work of producing unity, which He does by reproducing the mind of Christ in us (i.e., humility), when we complain and argue (cf. 1:19, 28).
· What are some examples of grumbling or arguing?
· Do you think this is more of an act of self will or is it something that God does for us?

15 so that you may be blameless and pure, children of God without blemish though you live in a crooked and perverse society, in which you shine as lights in the world 
15 The reason to do everything without grumbling or arguing is that they would be blameless and pure children of God who shines as lights in a dark and evil world.
· By working out their own salvation with fear and trembling, rather than with grumbling and disputing, the Philippians would show ("prove") themselves to be "blameless and innocent" (pure, NIV). "Blameless" (Gr. amemptos) means without blame (not culpable; cf. 3:6) because we deal with our sins as we should. It does not mean unblemished (Gr. amomos) nor unblameable (Gr. anegkletos and anepileptos).2 "Innocent" or "pure" (Gr. akeraioi) means unadulterated, unmixed with anything defiling (cf. Rom. 16:19).
· Paul then added the idea of being "above reproach," or unblemished (Gr. amomos). As God's children we are to be free from defilement, and so not chargeable with justifiable criticism, even though we live "in the midst" of a twisted ("crooked") and perverted ("perverse") generation (cf. Deut. 32:5). The word "generation" (Gr. geneas) can refer to a group of people several generations long, not just to one generation of people.1 Here it probably refers to unbelievers as a whole (cf. Matt. 17:17; Acts 2:40). 
· Christians are "lights" in a dark world (Matt. 5:14; cf. Dan. 12:3). The Light of the World now indwells us (John 8:12). Paul wanted his readers to bear a strong witness, rather than having their light shaded by sin or uncleanness (cf. Matt. 5:15- 16). Light is a good illustration of something that does what it has to do by being what it ought to be.2 Phosteres literally means "luminaries," heavenly bodies, not just "lights.
·  I read about a woman who felt very much alone at her place of employment because she was the only Christian. To make matters worse, she was often ridiculed for her faith and accused of being narrow-minded. Finally, she became so discouraged that she considered quitting her job. Before doing that, however, she sought the counsel of her pastor. After listening to her complaints, the minister asked, "Where do people usually put lights?" "In dark places," she replied. No sooner had the words passed her lips than she realized how her answer applied to her own life. She quickly recognized that her place of work was indeed a "dark place" where "light" was vitally needed, so she decided to stay where she was and become a stronger influence for Christ. It was not long before a number of her fellow employees—13 of them, in fact—came to know Christ as their Savior
· How does grumbling or arguing blemish us or make us guilty?
· What are somethings that Christians could do to really shine in this world?


16a by holding on to the word of life
16a The means by which to be blames and pure is to hold onto the word of life
· In view of the context, however, it seems more likely that Paul was urging his readers to "hold fast" to the word, rather than to hold forth the word.
· What is the word of life? 
· Christ? (1John 1:1-4)
· The word of God/Scripture 
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16b so that on the day of Christ I will have a reason to boast that I did not run in vain nor labor in vain. 
One reason that Paul will be able to boast on the day of Christ is if the Church of Philippi would be children of God without blemish. 
· Paul’s concern is that the Church of Philippi would be children of God pure and blameless in a crooked and perverse society. 
· Paul wanted the Philippians to continue serving as he explained, so that when he stood before the judgment seat of Christ (cf. 1:6, 10), he would have cause for justifiable pride (cf. 1:26). His investments in their lives would not have been in vain. Running pictures all of Paul's energetic activity as a Christian, and toiling highlights the hard labor that he expended. [SL]
· What do you think Christians as a general category are concerned with?


17 But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I am glad and rejoice together with all of you. 
The emotion that Paul has with the Church of Philippi is gladness and rejoicing in view of being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of their faith.
· The prospect that Paul might receive a death sentence soon arose again in his thinking. He compared his present life to the pouring out of a "drink offering" in Israel's worship (cf. 2 Tim. 4:6; Num. 15:1-10; Num. 28:4-7). After the priest offered a lamb, a ram, or a bull as a burnt offering, he poured wine beside the altar. This was the last act in the sacrificial ceremony, all of which symbolized the dedication of the believer to God in worship. The pouring out of the wine pictured the gradual ebbing away of Paul's life, that had been a living sacrifice to God since his conversion.
· The phrase "the sacrifice and service of (or coming from, NIV) your faith" is a figure of speech (hendiadys) meaning: the sacrificial service arising from your faith. Even if Paul would die, he could rejoice that he had made a contribution to the Philippians' sacrificial service to God. He viewed himself and them as priests offering sacrifices to God: themselves and their works (cf. Heb. 13:15).
· In view of difficulty associated with supporting their faith, Paul is glad and rejoices. Why? 
· If we find ourselves not having this attitude, what should we do?

18 And in the same way you also should be glad and rejoice together with me.
The emotion that the Philippi church should have is have gladness and rejoicing with Paul. 
· The Philippians would not "rejoice" over the prospect of Paul's death, of course, but over the knowledge that they, as Paul, had offered themselves as acceptable sacrifices to God (Rom. 12:1). The apostle urged them not to sorrow over their own trials and his, but to rejoice as they worked out their own salvation, adopting his attitude toward their situation in life. They could "share" their "joy with" Paul as they communicated with him, and assured him of their joy in the Lord.
· The emotion that the Church of Philippi could feel is sadness and remorse as Paul is in prison. 

